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Economics of production and consumption of banana crop

in Sohag Governorate

Summary:

The promotion of fruit production, including banana crop in the world in general
and in Egypt in particular, is an essential objective to meet the continuous increase
in demand due to the continuous increase in population and the continuous
increase in income and purchasing power of the population resulting from
economic development plans. Improving the marketing efficiency of fruit crops is
one of the factors that increases farmers' incomes and reduces consumer prices.

The banana crop is considered a fruit of the warm areas cultivated in most of
the governorates of Egypt in general and of Egypt in particular. It is characterized
by its delicious taste, which is highly nutritious and has high consumer demand
for containing a large percentage of carbohydrates and an important source of
certain nutrients such as phosphorus and potassium Calcium, manganese, iodine,
zinc, cobalt, iron and copper in a form suitable for human nutrition, as well as
containing a range of biochemical compounds and vitamins.

The area under the banana crop in Sohag is estimated at \vA¢ feddans,
representing about YA.¢\/ of the total cultivated area of bananas in Egypt, which
is about 1YA. feddans in the average period (Y..\-Y.\V). The production capacity
of the same crop is estimated at ¥¢v¥\\ tons, Cash at current prices amounted to
about LE 1 Aeoy thousand in the same period.

The research problem is that, despite the increasing interest of the State and
the increase in the volume of investments in the field of fruit in general, and the
banana crop in particular, its contribution either in agricultural GDP or in the
export of agricultural produce is still limited, With the necessary material and moral
efforts in this area, which requires identifying the reasons for the disproportion,
and the efficiency of the use of productive resources for this crop in Egypt.

The objective of this research is to study both production and consumption
capacity, which is to identify the current conditions of the most important
productive and economic indicators of the crop in Sohag governorate, as well as
study the most important consumer indicators at the national level.

This research was based on the statistical analysis in terms of descriptive and

quantitative data of the time series under study, in terms of general time trend
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equations, as well as some other statistical methods and methods such as simple
regression analysis, variance analysis, LSD, The subject of the study.

The data obtained from this publication are based on the publications of the
Central Administration of the Agricultural Economy, the publications of the Central
Agency for Public Mobilization and Statistics, as well as data from the annual
publications of the Foreign Trade issued by the Food and Agriculture Organization
of the United Nations.

The following results were obtained:

A study of productivity indicators showed that there was an annual increase in
both cultivated area and total production estimated at \.v¥.Y4 feddans, yY\rv.\v
tons respectively during the period Y. .\=-Y.\V.

A study of the economic indicators of the crop in Sohag governorate revealed
that there was an annual increase in all indicators, except for the revenue | cost
ratio index, which had an annual decrease.

A study of consumer indicators of banana yield at the national level revealed
that there was an annual increase in consumption, the quantity of waste, and the
quantity of consumption of the crop was estimated at v¢.\. thousand tons, about
\+..e. thousand tons, and about Y¥..% thousand tons respectively during the
study period, Showed an annual decrease of ..\ ¢/ in the self-sufficiency ratio and
about ..¥v kg |/ year for the average per capita banana crop during the period
under study.

A study of the productive problems revealed that the problem of deterioration
of the characteristics of the cultivar cultivar, the decline in productivity of the
feddan, ranked first. While the lack of availability of seeds and high prices, high
production costs, and the lack of availability of production requirements ranked
second. While the problems of labor shortages and high wages, and the crop was
damaged due to environmental factors ranked third. Both the spread of agricultural
pests and diseases in the region and the absence of a certified source of seed for
the fourth order. Finally, the problem of non-availability of pesticides ranked fifth
and final.
By studying the marketing problems, it was found that the insufficient profit margin
obtained by the traders, the first order. Then came the problem of rising costs of
conducting marketing services in the second order. Then the problem after
markets for production places increases transport costs ranked third. While the

problems of the lack of marketing associations, the markets are not equipped to
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perform marketing services, the lack of marketing information in fourth place, and

finally came the problem of the increase in the proportion of marketing loss,
ranked fifth and last.

In the light of the findings, the research recommends the following:

).

o provide the general production requirements at appropriate prices,
especially chemical fertilizers and pesticides used in fruit production, as well
as to prevent monopoly in the market of fertilizers and pesticides, by

facilitating and encouraging the agents of these inputs.

. Utilization of all forms of post-harvest transactions, which help to reduce the

high losses, which will reduce the increase in supply, which will necessarily

reflect the decline in prices and increase consumption of spending levels.

. Working towards the use of the optimal combination of production elements,

and working to increase the quantities exported of fruits and not only to

export surplus domestic consumption, and focus on production for export.

. Attention to the various marketing services in order to ensure that the

required export specifications are met, and the need to link production to

export, in order to improve its competitive position in foreign markets.
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