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Abstract:

"The Church is the bride of the Lord Christ" That is why the church
fathers in East and West insisted on choosing its clergy , obligated
them to chastity and celibacy, Although Christ and the apostles did not
impose anyone and permitted the free choice of marriage or chastity.
However, the Catholic & Orthodox Churches, from the early centuries
until the end of the Middle Ages pursued the clergy with binding
ecclesiastical laws to prevent them from marrying or possessing
concubines, and even annulling Clergy marriage ; Even if it Done
before joining the church.

However, Controlling the instinct of the Clergy was not easy; Their
resistance varied according to their ability to endurance & Acceptance
of chastity and celibacy. Hence the reaction of the clergy in England
who circumvented church laws and looked for excuses to legitimize
their possession of wives and concubines. They ignored the decisions
of the papacy and resorted to kings who manipulated and used them as
a weapon in their struggle against the papacy and the church.

The goals of the clergy were revealed in protection of their
instincts or to inherited their ecclesiastical positions & ranks to their
Sons . For those reasons they made huge concessions to the kings of
England Generally and King Henry | particularly & enabling him to
exploit the issue of the wives and concubines of the clergy,
financially, morally and politically ; So he manipulated all parties to
prevent the papacy from infiltrating England Under the pretext of
ecclesiastical reform or monitoring the affairs of clergy, so between
King Henry’s exploitation and the papacy’s adherence to ecclesiastical
reform The problem of the marriage of the clergy was a fire under the
ashes, which ended with The overturned of the English Church on the
papacy and the Catholic faith.

Keywords :
Wives - Concubines of the Clergy - Henry | of England
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6- The Ecclesiastical synod of Elvira 305- 306 A. B. Canon , 33 in Karl Joseph
von Hefele: A History of the Councils of the Church: To the close of the Council
of Nicea, A.D. 325 trans. from German & edited by William Clark , second
edition, Edinburgh, 1894 , p. 150.
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