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Abstract
This study sheds light on the cases of the deliberate obliteration or erasure of
inscriptions in Islamic countries and shows the different reasons to do so like the political
and religious ones, appropriating other people's buildings and endowments, property
transfer of buildings, and in cases of errors in the inscriptions, etc., also the study sheds
light on how obliteration and its methods, the study provides an attempt to collect - as
possible - the historical texts of obliteration or erasure inscriptions. This makes us
understand the reasons for the presence of missing parts in the inscriptions or the survival
of contentious inscriptions in countries that had been ruled by religious fanatic dynasties.
The methods which used to obliterate the inscriptions were varied; according to the
person who did the erasure. The method of erasure differs according to methods of writing
inscriptions, the type of holder material, the position of the inscription, and the content of
the texts. The oldest known example in architecture is the obliteration of the name of Abd
El-Malik from the Dome of the Rock in Jerusalem by Abbasid caliph al-Mamun (216
H./836 A.D), The erasure of the doctrinal inscriptions was obscenely increased between
Sunni and Shiite in Irag, Egypt, Yemen, and Persia.

Key-words: Islamic inscriptions, obliteration of inscriptions, Hide inscriptions under
the plaster, doctrinal inscriptions.
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