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Judicial notification by electronic means

In the Saudi law
Mohammad Ben Ahmad Albdeirat
Private Law Department, College of Law and Political Science, King
Saud University, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.
E-mail: malbdeirat@ksu.edu.sa

Abstract:

A qualitative shift in judicial notification can be started with Royal
Decree No. 14388 in 25.3/1439 H, which includes the approval of use of
electronic means in judicial notification. The electronic notice has legal
effects where the notification delivered to a party's domicile it can be
conducted in three ways: Authenticated text messages, e-mail, and
registered accounts in any Governments automated systems.

We discussed electronic notification in three topics: The concept of
judicial notification and its controls, and we examined the applicability
of traditional judicial notice rules to electronic notification. The study
concluded; that the adoption of electronic notification leads to the
extension of the spatial jurisdiction of the concerned court which
includes all regions of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. It does not comply
with the rule no communication should be conducted at the party
domicile before sunrise or after sunset or during official holidays, except
in compelling circumstances and with a written permission of a judge. In
addition, electronic judicial communication is a personal communication
so it must be addressed to the person to be serviced as a party to the
litigation or the procedure in question. We recommended an amendment
to law of Procedure before Sharia's Courts including the organization of
electronic judicial notification.

Keywords: Judicial Notification, Civil Procedures, Lawsuit, Electronic

Mail.
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