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Abstract:

This study attempts to answer the question of freedom according to
Muhammad Hussein Heikal (1888 AD-1956 AD), a question that still poses
itself until now, especially in our Arab and Islamic world. This study provided
answers to many important questions on this subject, through the writings of Dr.
Haykal. That thinker, writer and veteran politician, who appreciated freedom in
his life and committed to it in his writings, and therefore gave us a deep
conception of the concept of freedom derived from Islam, which takes into
account all human dimensions, and as a result of the absence of freedom in
Egypt and the Arab countries that made it the structure of the highest value and
the first condition of civilization, Science and faith, mental and intellectual
freedom was the most important purpose of Haykal’s talk about freedom, and
Haykal emphasized that freedom is a fundamental principle of Islam, which he
made the basis of its religious and political systems, which contributed to
spreading Islam and achieving its civilized renaissance .Thus, he refutes the
accusations of orientalists and their followers who accused Islam of fanaticism
and intolerance and that it was spread by the sword, but Muslims, with the
passage of time and various factors, their appreciation of the value of freedom
declined, which led to a state of mental stagnation with which Islamic
civilization declined And this late period is what orientalists based their
accusations on, recently European civilization has flourished because it is based
on freedom. Heikal was impressed by what he saw of the freedom of European
peoples. He wanted political and mental freedom for his countrymen, Egypt,
hoping that Egypt would rise and join the civilized countries, which are qualified
for that.

Keywords:
Freedom, Muhammad Hussein Heikal, intellectual freedom, Islam, modern

Egypt.
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