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Sultan’s Bardadārīya in Egypt in the Late Era of the Circassian Mamluk sultans 

In light of a legitimate will document for al-ʿAlāʾī Ali al-Barmāwī Bardadār Al-Sultan  

 (Dated 14 Shaaban 922 AH/11 September 1516 AD) 

Abstract: 

This study aims to reveal the function of the Sultan's Bardadārīya, one of 

the administrative functions created in the latter half of the era of the 

Mamluk sultans during the reign of Sultan al-Ashraf Qāytbāy, in the light of 

a legal will document that has not been published or studied. It belongs to 

al-ʿAlāʾī Ali al-Barmāwī, the last of the Sultan's Bardadārīya during the 

reign of Sultan al-Ashraf Qānṣūh al-Ghawrī.It helps to know the nature of 

this function, and benefits us in the shortage resulting from the lack of 

historical writings about it, and the extent of its impact on all aspects of the 

history of that important period. The study included three main axes: the 

first of which tracked the emergence of the Sultan’s Bardadārīya job, its 

competencies, the extent of development, the personalities it held until the 

end of the Mamluk era, their relationship with the Sultan, the extent of their 

financial wealth from them, and the second dealt with the study of the will 

of Al-Barmawi, the reasons for retaining it by the of St. Catherine's 

Monastery Library, studying its contents, highlighting the strong 

relationship that was between him and Prince Ṭūmānbāy and Al-Zaynī 

Barakāt bin Mūsā , analyzing the cash and in-kind funds he has, and the 

money he has and their various destinations. The document is rich in 

honorary and official titles, in addition to containing a number of names of 

aspects, most of which belongs to the Royal Dīwān al-Mufrad at the end of 

the Mamluk Sultan era. This document also contributes to shedding light on 

the names of imported and domestic clothes and fabrics that were used in 

that period. The third axis was devoted to cataloguing the document in 

terms of form and content, publishing and achieving it. 

 Keywords: Sultan’s Bardadārīya - Dīwān al-Mufrad- Legitimate Will - 

ʿAlāʾī Ali al-Barmāwī - Circassian Mamluk sultans 
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