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French exploitation of uranium in the Republic of Niger A model for
the consolidation of French colonial dependency after independence

1981 — 1960
Osama Abdel Tawab Mohammed Abdel Azim
Summary:

This study provides a view of France's exploitation of uranium in
Niger; which is one of the countries rich in a very important strategic metal,
which is uranium, which has become an important requirement for the
forces seeking civil and military nuclear manufacturing. When France
realized that Niger, which was a French colony, possesses huge amounts of
this strategic mineral; it resolved to have the lion's share of Niger's uranium;
she planned to dominate and control it. Hence, France sought to ensure free
and continuous access to uranium; especially since its regular supply is very
vital; it contributes to the proper and orderly operation of the atomic
industries and the development of an ambitious nuclear energy programme.
Therefore, there was a close relationship between the importance of Niger
as a major supplier of uranium for France and the strong and continuing
French political, economic and military presence in this African country;
What can be called (strategic dependency) due to the constant and urgent
need for this mineral on the part of France, and thus the development of
policies guaranteeing its access; Therefore, she saw the need to control the
economic and development plans of this newly independent state, and the
matter also touched on controlling its political system and its external
orientations.
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Uranium in Niger, in Dec, 1971.
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Development and Proliferation, Niger; Uranium Mining seen as Key to Overall
Development, on 1Jun, 1979.
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