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Sustainability and the Virtue of harmony with

nature

abstract

Sustainability is a fundamental pillar of social existence, and a
vital pattern in the fabric of contemporary human life. It
involves a fundamental change in how humans relate to each
other and nature. It is a system of values that guides the life of
the individual and promotes it to its highest human levels. Over
the course of the United Nations Decade of Education for
Sustainability, there has been interest in Education for
Sustainability initiatives, programs and practices. However, it
is argued that the majority of education for sustainability
curricula fail to address the main issue of the relationship
between man and nature, or to address questions of human
flourishing as it exists within an ecosystem. It is associated
with criticisms and arguments that education for sustainability
has failed to challenge the reductionist, instrumentalist view of
nature advocated by the dominant capitalist (neoliberal)
agenda. Sustainability is therefore a hotly contested concept
with differing definitions and opinions regarding what should
be sustainable, such as ecosystems, natural and cultural
resources, and what will be developed, such as equity,
distribution of economic wealth and social justice.

Keywords: sustainability, virtue ethics, environmental ethics,
harmony with nature, human flourishing.

=Ve .



