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Spatial analysis of tourism in Al-Ahsa Governorate -
Saudi Arabia " A study in economic geography"'

Abstract

The subject of the research comes within the geography of
tourism, one of the branches of economic geography, using modern
technologies to address an important topic, which is tourism, which
is one of the most important economic activities, for a province that
came as the capital of Arab tourism in 2019, and within the world
heritage sites by UNESCO in 2018 In addition to its important
economic role for the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, it contains the
largest oil reserves and the largest oil fields in the world. The
research work dealt with the topic from several aspects represented
in studying the historical features of the governorate and its tourism
activity, as the governorate was represented by Hofuf from the
oldest settlement centers in the region, then a study of the
geographical elements of tourism in the governorate, where the
province was distinguished by owning many of them, and the
spatial analysis of tourist sites turned out Its concentration in the
city of Hofuf, and by studying the patterns of tourism and its
economic aspects, it shows the diversity of tourist attractions in it,
but the share of the governorate in the number of tourists is limited
compared to many governorates in the eastern region, as well as the
limited contribution of tourism economically in the province
compared to other economic activities, affected by the types of
common tourism In the governorate, the length of stay of tourists,
and to address the problems of tourism and its future in the
governorate. In light of this, the research concluded several
recommendations to improve this important economic activity.

Keywords: Al-Ahsa Governorate, Tourism development, The
economic activity, Tourism Geography, Spatial analysis
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