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Abstract

This research seeks to address the theory of "cultural criticism™ as one of
the critical trends dealing with literary criticism to interpret its reference and
aesthetic dimensions. It points at the date of the cultural criticism emergence,
which dates back to the old eras, noted it but did not predict its real birth. This
research touches upon the beginnings of cultural criticism and chronicles it the
way the American researcher Vincent Leach had decided in the nineties of the
last century. He put forward the project “cultural criticism beyond structure”
with a main purpose to enable contemporary criticism to emerge from the
formalism of criticism that limited practices of criticism within the framework
of literature, as understood by “official” academic institutions. The project
thus, enabled critics to address various aspects of culture, particularly the one
literary criticism often neglected. Due to that, the early attempts at cultural
criticism did not have distinctive and specific features in both the cognitive and
methodological levels, until the American scholar Vincent Leach came in.

After the historical presentation of the cultural criticism theory, the
research addresses the receipt of the Arab critics of that theory and its
application in Arab literature. It is possible to consider Dr. Abdullah Al-
Ghadhami to be the first to try to adopt the concept of cultural criticism in the
modern sense defined by Vincent Leach. He used its tools to explore a number
of Arab cultural phenomena that various schools of literary criticism could not
address.

Therefore, this research tries to fulfill all aspects in this case, which came
under the title "Arab reception of the theory of cultural criticism and its impact
on the interpretation of the literary text". The research introduces the concept of
cultural criticism and stands on its issues, as well as addresses the historical
stages that led to its emergence and completion by the American researcher
Vincent Leach. It also stands at cultural criticism definition as seen by the most
important Arab recipients, Dr. Abdullah Al-Ghadami. Then the research tries to
identify the difference between the text and the literary text, the relationship
between the writer of the literary text and its reader and interpreter, the concept
of the literary text interpretation, and the stages of the interpretation. In this
process, the research relies on showing mechanisms of literary text
interpretation through which it is possible to monitor the meaning of
interpretation and the patterns of interpretation of literary text in light of
cultural criticism. The research then ends with a conclusion with the most
important findings and recommendations.

Keywords: Cultural Criticism - Mechanisms of Criticism - Text
Interpretation - Receiving - Vincent Leach
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