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Abstract 

This study aims to clarify the Saudi foreign policy during the 

reign of King Abdullah bin Abdul Aziz during his rule from 2005 to 

2015, as well as to examine the extent of change and continuity of 

that policy as a result of regional, Arab and international 

developments that occurred in the wake of the Arab Spring that 
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imposed major challenges and threats to the security of the Kingdom 

of Saudi Arabia. Therefore, the Kingdom had to face these 

challenges and find approaches in its foreign policy in order to deal 

with them. Over the past decades, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has 

been a conservative force seeking to maintain the status quo in the 

Middle East. However, the period that followed King Abdullah’s 

assumption witnessed the Kingdom’s tendency to reformulate its 

foreign policy in an attempt to find solutions to the region’s crises, 

or to search for a new site for it in a region that has undergone a 

geopolitical transformations whose features have not yet been 

clarified. Therefore, the importance of this study is highlighted in 

monitoring Saudi foreign policy before and after the Arab Spring 

revolutions, to determine the extent of change and continuity in its 

foreign policy, and to monitor the transformation of that policy to 

confront regional and international crises.  The study concluded 

that continuity was the hallmark of Saudi foreign policy in pre - 

Arab Spring Revolutions period. However, the continuation that 

characterized that policy for decades was shattered after the Arab 

Spring Revolutions.                                                                          

Key Words: Saudi foreign policy, , National interest, Regional 

influence, Foreign policy change, Foreign policy continuity, Arab 

Spring. 
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السياسة الخارجية السعودية قبل اندلاع ثورات الربيع العربي في  رابعاً:
 .2010إلي  2005الفترة من 
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بعد اندلاع ثورات الربيع العربي  السياسة الخارجية السعوديةخامساً: 
(2011-2015) 



 

 

 

 عبد العزيز مريبد العنزىد.                                                                                          ات ـدراس

 



 

 

 

 2022يل برأ،  ثانىلاوالعشرون ، العدد  المجلد الثالث

 

  

      

.

https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D9%85%D8%AC%D9%84%D8%B3_%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%85%D9%86_%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%A7%D8%A8%D8%B9_%D9%84%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%85%D9%85_%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%AF%D8%A9
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D9%85%D8%AC%D9%84%D8%B3_%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%85%D9%86_%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%A7%D8%A8%D8%B9_%D9%84%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%85%D9%85_%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%AF%D8%A9
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%88%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AA_%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%AF%D8%A9
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%88%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AA_%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%AF%D8%A9
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%88%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AA_%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%AF%D8%A9
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%86%D8%B3%D8%A7
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%86%D8%B3%D8%A7
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%85%D9%84%D9%83%D8%A9_%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%AF%D8%A9
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%85%D9%84%D9%83%D8%A9_%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%AF%D8%A9
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A7
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A7
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B5%D9%8A%D9%86
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B5%D9%8A%D9%86
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A3%D9%84%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%A7
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A3%D9%84%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%A7


 

 

 

 عبد العزيز مريبد العنزىد.                                                                                          ات ـدراس

 



 

 

 

 2022يل برأ،  ثانىلاوالعشرون ، العدد  المجلد الثالث

 



 

 

 

 عبد العزيز مريبد العنزىد.                                                                                          ات ـدراس

 



 

 

 

 2022يل برأ،  ثانىلاوالعشرون ، العدد  المجلد الثالث

 



 

 

 

 عبد العزيز مريبد العنزىد.                                                                                          ات ـدراس

 



 

 

 

 2022يل برأ،  ثانىلاوالعشرون ، العدد  المجلد الثالث

 



 

 

 

 عبد العزيز مريبد العنزىد.                                                                                          ات ـدراس

 

Pivot to Asia

offshore 

balancing strategy



 

 

 

 2022يل برأ،  ثانىلاوالعشرون ، العدد  المجلد الثالث

 

 سادساً: الخاتمة والنتائج:

"reactive



 

 

 

 عبد العزيز مريبد العنزىد.                                                                                          ات ـدراس

 

proactive"



 

 

 

 2022يل برأ،  ثانىلاوالعشرون ، العدد  المجلد الثالث

 

 هوامش الدراسة
 

 

(3) Roskin, M. G. (1994), "Political Science: An Introduction, New Jersey: 

Prentice – Hall International, INC, 1994, pp.3-4. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 عبد العزيز مريبد العنزىد.                                                                                          ات ـدراس

 

(9) Hermann, C. F. (1990),  Changing course: when government choose to 

redirect, International Studies Quarterly, Vol. 34, No.1, PP. 3-21, available at:  

https://doi.org/10.2307/2600403 

 (10) Holsti, K. J. (1983), "International Politics: A framework for Analysis", 

Prentice Hall, London, P. 4. 

(11) Goldmann, K. (1988), "Change and stability in Foreign Policy",Princeton 

University Press, Princeton.

(12) Younis, M. et al. (2008), Political stability and economic growth in Asia", 

American Journal of Applied Science, Vol.5, No. 3, PP. 203-208. 

(13) Niklasson, T. (2006), "Regime Stability and Foreign Policy Change: 

Interaction between Domestic and foreign policy in Hungary 1956-1994", Lund 

University, Lund, Sweden. 

(14) Bronson, R. (2015), A New King for Saudi Arabia, Foreign policy Research 

institute, available at: https://www.fpri.org/article/2015/01/a-new-king-for-

saudi-arabia 

(15) Afro Middle East (2016), Evolving Saudi foreign policy: same goals, 

different threat perception,  available at:  

file:///D:/Evolving%20Saudi%20foreign%20policy_%20Same%20goal,%20dif

ferent%20threat%20perceptions%20-%20Afro- 

Middle%20East%20Centre.html    

(16) Shoaib, M. (2016), Evolving Saudi foreign policy post Arab Spring, 

available at: https://ssii.com.pk/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/Evolving-Saudi-

Foreign-Policy-Post-Arab-Spring-Muhammad-Shoaib.pdf 

(17) Ibid 

file:///C:/Users/compu/Downloads/9802-008-015-3130-T.pdf 

19) Shoaib, M. (2016), Op.icit. 

file:///C:/Users/compu/AppData/Local/Temp/Rar$DIa0.384/

https://doi.org/10.2307/2600403
https://www.fpri.org/article/2015/01/a-new-king-for-saudi-arabia
https://www.fpri.org/article/2015/01/a-new-king-for-saudi-arabia
https://ssii.com.pk/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/Evolving-Saudi-Foreign-Policy-Post-Arab-Spring-Muhammad-Shoaib.pdf
https://ssii.com.pk/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/Evolving-Saudi-Foreign-Policy-Post-Arab-Spring-Muhammad-Shoaib.pdf
../../compu/Downloads/9802-008-015-3130-T.pdf
../../compu/AppData/Local/Temp/Rar$DIa0.384/


 

 

 

 2022يل برأ،  ثانىلاوالعشرون ، العدد  المجلد الثالث

 

emirates-and-arabia-http://www.sasapost.com/saudi

http://altagreer.com

http://www.masralarabia.com.

http://www.akhbar-alkhaleej.com/12680/article/64436.html 

 

  

www.alkhaleejonline.net/articles/145207202411796340     

file:///C:/Users/compu/Downloads/

(34) Al-Serhan, S. F. et al (2017), Challenges facing national security in the 

Arab Gulf states: A case study of Bahrain, International Journal of Humanities 

and Social Science, Vol.7, No. 12, December, available at:  

file:///C:/Users/compu/Downloads/Challenges_Facing_National_Security_in_t.p

df   

(35) Terrill, A. (2011), The Saudi-Iranian rivalry and the future of Middle East 

security, Strategic Studies Institute, U.S Army War College, USA, PP. 12-20, 

available at: file:///C:/ Users/compu/Downloads/Document/2167.pdf.  

http://www.sasapost.com/saudi-arabia-and-emirates/
http://altagreer.com/
http://www.masralarabia.com/
http://www.akhbar-alkhaleej.com/12680/article/64436.html
http://www.akhbar-alkhaleej.com/12680/article/64436.html
http://www.alkhaleejonline.net/articles/145207202411796340
../../compu/Downloads/
../../compu/Downloads/Challenges_Facing_National_Security_in_t.pdf
../../compu/Downloads/Challenges_Facing_National_Security_in_t.pdf


 

 

 

 عبد العزيز مريبد العنزىد.                                                                                          ات ـدراس

 

(36) Cerioli, L. G. (2018), Roles and international behavior: Saudi- Iranian 

rivalry in Bahrain's and Yemen's Arab Spring,  available at:  

http://dx.doi.org/10.1590/S0102-8529.2018400200010

(37) Rieger, R. (2014) "In search of Stability: Saudi Arabia and the Arab 

Spring". In: Saudi Arabia and the Arab Uprising: National, Regional and 

Global Responses, Gulf Research Meeting, GRM, Cambridge, available at: 

https://www.files.ethz.ch/isn/182104/GRM_Rieger_final__09-07-14_3405.pdf

(38) Gause, G. (2014), Beyond sectarianism: the new Middle East Cold War", 

Brookings Doha Center Analysis, Paper 11, available at: 

https://www.brookings.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/English-PDF-1.pdf

(39) Pepe Escobar, P. (2011), "Exposed: The US- Saudi Libya deal, Asia Times 

online, April 2, available at:  

www.atimed.com/atimes/Middle_East/MD02Ak01.html. 

(40) Mezrand, K. and Varvelli, A. (2017), "Foreign Actors in Libya's Crisis, 

Atlantic Council,  Ledizioni Ledi publishing, Milano, Italy, available at: 

file:///C:/Users/compu/Downloads/Documents/Libia_web.pdf 

(41) Rieger, R., Op. cit, p.12.  

https://www.independentarabia.com/node/7521/

 

(44) MacFarquhar, N. (2011), Saudi Arabia scrambles to limit region's 

upheaval, The New York Times, May 27, available at: 

http://www.nytimes.com/2011/05/28/world/middleeast/28saudi.html?_r=0 

http://search.mandumah.com/Record/454063   

http://dx.doi.org/10.1590/S0102-8529.2018400200010
https://www.files.ethz.ch/isn/182104/GRM_Rieger_final__09-07-14_3405.pdf
https://www.brookings.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/English-PDF-1.pdf
http://www.atimed.com/atimes/Middle_East/MD02Ak01.html
../../compu/Downloads/Documents/Libia_web.pdf
https://www.independentarabia.com/node/7521/
https://www.independentarabia.com/node/7521/
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/05/28/world/middleeast/28saudi.html?_r=0
http://search.mandumah.com/Record/454063


 

 

 

 2022يل برأ،  ثانىلاوالعشرون ، العدد  المجلد الثالث

 

https://democraticac.de/?p=45025

(49) Amiri, R. E. et al. (2011), The Hajj and Iran's foreign policy towards Saudi 

Arabia, Journal of Asian and African Studies, Vol. 46, No. 6, PP. 678- 690, 

available at: https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/0021909611417546 

 (50) BBC News (2010), Saudi FM Al-Faisal Doubts Iran Sanctions Plans, 16 

February, available at: http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/8517308.stm 

(51) Al-Tamamy, S. M. (2012), Saudi Arabia and the Arab Spring: 

opportunities and challenges of security, Journal of Arabian Studies, No. 2, 

available at:  

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/215347642012.734117

(52) Rieger, R., Op cit, p. 10 

(53) Hearst, D. (2013), Why Saudi Arabia is taking a risk by backing the 

Egyptian coup, the Guardian, August 20, available at: 

http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2013/aug/20/ saudi-arabia-coup-

egypt.  

(54) Bronson, R. (2010)  Rethinking religion: the legacy of US – Saudi relations, 

The Washington Quarterly, Vol.28, No. 4, pp. 119 – 137, available at: 

www.mafhoum.com/press8/249p5.pdf.

(55) Blanchard, C. M. (2017), "Saudi Arabia: background and US relations", 

Congressional Research Service, 22 November, available at:  

https://digital.library.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metadc1043189/m2/1/ 

high_res_d/RL33533_2017Nov22.pdf  

(56) Merritt, Z. D. (2009), Combating terrorism: US agencies report progress 

countering terrorism, September 2009, available at: www.gao.gov/assets/ 

300/295873.pdf 

(57) McDowall, A. (2013), Insight: Saudis brace for nightmare of US-Iran 

rapprochement, Reuters, 9 October, available at: www.reuters.com/article/us-

saudi-usa-iran-insight/insight-saudis-bracefor-nightmare-of-u-s-iran-

rapprochement-idUSBRE9980IT20131009.    

https://democraticac.de/?p=45025
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/0021909611417546
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/8517308.stm
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/215347642012.734117
http://www.mafhoum.com/press8/249p5.pdf
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-saudi-usa-iran-insight/insight-saudis-bracefor-nightmare-of-u-s-iran-rapprochement-idUSBRE9980IT20131009
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-saudi-usa-iran-insight/insight-saudis-bracefor-nightmare-of-u-s-iran-rapprochement-idUSBRE9980IT20131009
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-saudi-usa-iran-insight/insight-saudis-bracefor-nightmare-of-u-s-iran-rapprochement-idUSBRE9980IT20131009


 

 

 

 عبد العزيز مريبد العنزىد.                                                                                          ات ـدراس

 

(58) Blanchard, C. M., Op. cit. 

(59) Global Security (2017), US -Saudi Arabian Relations, available   at: 

www.globalsecurity.org/ military/world/gulf/sa-forrel- obama.htm  

(60) Blanchard, C. M., Op cit. 

(61) Miller, R. (2017), Saudi Arabia's security alliances: can Riyadh dominate 

the Middle East?, Foreign Affairs Journal, 13 October, available at: 

www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/saudi-arabia/2017-10-23/saudiarabias-

security-alliances.   

http://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/saudi-arabia/2017-10-23/saudiarabias-security-alliances
http://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/saudi-arabia/2017-10-23/saudiarabias-security-alliances

