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The effect of increasing the number of foreign professional players

on Saudi football
* Mohammed Al-Sahlawi (Professional Football Player).
*Dr. Abdulelah Ahmad Al-Salawi (Associate Professor — College of Sport Science

and Physical Activity — King Saud University.)
Abstract

The study aimed to identify the effect of increasing number of
foreign professional players on Saudi football, the researchers used the
descriptive method (surveys) as of it suit the nature of this study & to
achieve its objectives. the study tool questionnaire designed by the
researcher consisting of 5 axes, that representing both of: the technical
effect axis, the economic effect axis, the media effect axis, the
administrative effect axis, and finally the psychosocial effect axis. The
study sample included (480) individuals, which representing club
presidents, board members, players, coaches, players' intermediaries,
professional managers, & media professionals, they were selected in a
random manner.

The most important results were that, the effect of increasing
number of foreign professional players on Saudi football was for the
technical effect at the first rank, with an arithmetic average of (3.09),
followed the economic effect at the second rank, with an arithmetic
average of (3.05), then in the third rank the media effect, with an
arithmetic average of (2.97), all of which are above the overall average
(2.97), and in the fourth rank psychosocial effect, with an arithmetic
average of (2.89), the fifth & last was administrative effect, with an
arithmetic average of (2.86), which was lower than the overall average.

This indicates that the effect of the increasing number of foreign

professional players on Saudi football has been on the technical,
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economic and media side. The most important recommendations were to
pay attention to the professionalism of the Saudi player externally and to
be keen to develop his level to be an important element in his club and
thus be reflected in his level in the Saudi national team, changing the
coaches’ view of the Saudi player’s participation and giving him equal
opportunities with professional foreign players to participate in official
matches. Supporting the Saudi professional player from Before club
heads, coaches and media, which contributes to increasing the motivation
to improve his level.

Key words:

effect of increasing the number - foreign professional players —

Saudi football
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