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The Economics of Producing and Marketing Marjoram in Egypt

Dr.Safaa Mohamed Elwakeel Dr. Eman Abd ElAzizi Ibrahim
Senior Researcher Researcher

Agricultural Economics Research Institute, Agricultural Research Centre

Abstract:

Although Egypt enjoys a competitive advantage in the
production of medicinal and aromatic plants, as one of the most
promising non-traditional export crops, and despite the Egyptian
marjoram enjoying economic importance and a high competitive
advantage in global markets, where demand for it increases year after
year, what is achieved from production and exports does not reach The
level that is commensurate with Egypt’s production and export
capabilities, and the low product quality and fluctuation of the
cultivated areas in recent years had a clear impact on the quantities
exported from it. The research aimed to identify the current situation
for the production and marketing of marjoram in Egypt during the
period (2007-2020). By studying the foreign trade of the marjoram
crop, And the relative importance of cost items, production and
economic indicators of the crop and the marketing processes used in
marketing the marjoram crop, in addition to studying the relative
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importance of the production and marketing problems and the
proposed solutions from the farmers' point of view in the research
sample. The results showed the following:

1- By studying the relative importance of the feddan cost items
of the marjoram crop, it is clear that the feddan cost items were
represented in preparing the land for cultivation, seeds needed for
cultivation,  fertilizers,  pesticides, irrigation,  employment,
transportation, annual rent at a rate of about 3.93%, 13.11%, 18.7% ,
3.4%, 4.59%, 21.5%, 3.28%, 31.48% each, respectively. Labor came
at the forefront of the variable costs needed to produce an acre of
marjoram, as the number of workers used in agriculture reached about
40 workers, with a value of about 3280 pounds, representing about
31.39% of the total variable costs without rent.

2- By estimating the economic indicators for producing an acre
of marjoram in the research sample, it was found that the net yield per
feddan amounted to about 12810 pounds, while the break-even price
was about 6630.4 pounds, which is the price that covers production
costs and what exceeds that price is considered a profit for the farmer,
and productivity at the break-even point reached about 1.25 ardeb. At
this amount, the costs of producing an acre of marjoram are covered,
while the revenues for the costs amounted to about 1.84%, and the
return on the invested pound amounted to about 0.84 pounds.

3- It is clear from the study that the most important operations
that are carried out on the marjoram crop are sorting and grading,
sifting and removing impurities, degree of purity, sample analysis,
sterilization, packaging, and storage. Sifting and removing impurities,
packing, came at the forefront of marketing operations, as this process
was repeated 34 times out of the sample size of 40 forms, at a rate of
about 85%, followed by the sorting and grading process, where this
process was repeated about 30 times, at a rate of about 75%, followed
by measuring the degree of purity. It was repeated 28 times, at a rate
of about 70%, followed by the sterilization process, at a rate of about
60%.

4- It was found that the productivity problems from the
perspective of marjoram farmers in the research sample focused on:
high prices of production requirements, high labor costs, difficulty
dispensing subsidized fertilizers, high prices of free fertilizers, lack of
water in the area, insufficient production experiences for agricultural
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operations, Ineffectiveness of available pesticides, limited extension
role, climatic changes, where these problems were repeated about 36,
30, 32, 32, 30, 30, 33, 32, 24 times, at a rate of about 90%, 75%, 80%,
80%, 75 %, 75%, 82.5%, 80%, 60% each, respectively.

5- It was found that the marketing problems from their point of
view focused on: sharp fluctuations in crop prices, difficulty in
marketing the crop, high percentages of impurities and residues of
fertilizers and pesticides, lack of sufficient experience in harvesting
and sorting operations, high percentages of losses and low crop
quality, decline The role of agricultural associations in cooperative
marketing of the crop, lack of marketing links to sell the crop, high
transportation costs, multiple problems in the case of contracting for
the crop, as these problems were repeated about 36, 36, 32, 32, 34, 38,
24, 32 times, at a rate of about 95%, 90%, 90%, 80%, 80%, 85%,
95%, 60%, 80% each, respectively.
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