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The British intervention in Benin Kingdom

The Bznin Kingdom is inhabited by a people who call themselves, their
Capital City and their language Edo.

The end of the sixteenth and the beginning of the seventeenth centuries
saw widesprade of unrest in these regions to the northwest of Benin. The
Bznin empire had 1eached its natural boundaries. It was able to resist any

encroachment.

Large scale trading in palm oil came to Benin River and the British firms
had factories in Bobi aad Jakba. |

In 1849 the British government appointed Tohn Beecroft the first -onsul for
the Bights of Benin and Biafra.

British government was anxious to conclude a treaty with Benin Kingdom
and Barton visited Benin City in 1862.

The British intervention in Benin was reduced after Burton’s visit. and no
British officiaFpaid a visist to Benin till 1890, when Annesley made a fruitless
visist to Benin City.

In 21 March 1892 Galway the vice — consul left for Benin and met the

king of Beniin on 26 March,. In these meeting Galway concluded a treaty with
the king. The treaty remained ineffective till 1895.

In 1895 Moor send a dispatch to the king of Benin that the treaty will be
observed. Moor obtained an impertinent message from the king and the situ-
ation demanded a British expedition to deal with Benin.
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In 1897 Phillips left for Benin City without the permission of Foreign
Office and was killed on the road between ughoton and Benin City. Moor

gathered troops and invaded the City on 18 february. The king was desposed
and the kingdom was under British rule for sixty years.
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