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THE PRESS IN SOUTH AFRICA
BETWEEN
MONOPOLY AND CONFISCATION

Publishing a newspaper in South Africa is like walking blind fold through
a minefield. The authorities are hostile to press, especially the English
langnage Press which supports the opposition. The laws are more than
ordinary restrictive. It is also a practice of the Security Branch of the police

force to harrass newspapermen and to demand to know their sources of
information.

Besides, the government can ban imported periodicals and posters, etc-
and it bans thousands every year. According to censorship law, there are

four categories of printed materials. The first 1s admitted without censor-
ship. The second is not allowed altogether. The third should be examined

before distribution. The fourth is not allowed to be printed or distributed
without the concent of censorship.

Newspapers are prohibited from publishing anything which is «pre
judicial to the safety of the State, the general welfare or the peace and good
order’’. These very charges are being levelled constantly at the Opposition
Press by the government.
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