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THE GEOGRAPHICAL BASES OF TOURISM ATTRACTION
in A.R.E.

We can sum up the main points of the article in the following : An analy-
tical study of the geographical position, the physical and human environment,
from which we can deduct to what extent can the geographical location and
every physical and human feature be considered a tourism attractive factor

to A.R.E.

Egypt, with its unique situation overlooking the Mediterranean Sea, being
in the centre of the Arab World and in the heart of the Islamic World, with the
Syez Canal running through its land-occupuies a striking position in tourism
field in the Mediterranean Sea in particular and all over the world in general.

Besides, Natue has painted Egypt with two main colours : FIRSTLY—
The natural soil, i.e. alluvium, by which the Nile encrusted its banks, then for—
med the valley soil and the delta (and this forms 3 9, of the total area of Egypt).
On both sides of the Nile as well as in the delta, extend agricultural villages with
its plantations of varied crops. Climatic conditions are an important factor
in fixing the appropriate kind ot crop that can be cultivated in each plantation.
Buch viliages with its bases and specific animals that are of great help to the
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peasants, are considered an essential medium for fourism attraction. SECO-
NDLY—The sandy yellow land that encloses the Nile valley and the delia
(and forms 977, of the total area of Egypt). It is taken for granted that the
Egyptian deserts constitute, in gene1al, an ideal tetiting place for those who
seek quietude and the beauties of Naturc in elusion from disturbances,
notsiness and overpopulation of cities and towns.This sandy strange world with
the camel as its ship and the Bedouin tribes as its people ( with their particular
life, traditions and costumes, besides, its historical monuments—attracts desert—~
seekers whether they are citizens or tourists.

The above—~-mentioned facts are the bases of fourism attraction that can be
classified under the followings types :

(a) Cultural tourism : This is represented in the archaeological wealth,
scattered all over the Republic including the deserts but concentrated on both

banks of the Nile, and covering differe 1t historical epochs : pharaobnic, Greco-
Raman, Christian, Islamic, Modern and Contemporary.

(b) Clinical toourism : Helwan disttict, Al Ayn Al-Sukhnah ( the thermal
spring) in additior to the Egyptian deserts characteristic fo1 its transparent
and radiating sands, all these examples and similar others constitute the bases
of clinical tourism.

(c) Recreational toutism : In this case, summer and winter resotts all over
the Republic as well as the deserts are the main bases of this type of tourism.

(d) Athletic tourism : Since Naturae has gifted Egypt with beautiful
and magnificent shores, citizens and tourists as well can practise different types

of athletic sports as swimming, sun-baths, boating, fishing, hunting and others
that form the components of atheltic tourism .

(e) Investmet tourism : This new type of tourism started in Egypt after
the open-door policy was declared. 1If can be depicted in joini~ventnje com-—
panies investing enterprises such as the high Dam, Alexandria sea—port, Cairo
airport and sip:;ilar enterprises.

The Historical Development of tourismin Egypt :

The article implies an analysis of the developing tourism activities in Egypt
before and after the Revolution of 1952, linking this develorment with {ke poli-
tical and historical situations of Egypt and their effects on tourism influx to our
. country. This study is provided with statistical tourism data up to 1976 and
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tables showing the gradual increase in the number of tourists, the length of
their stav, the tourism revenues, the variety of tourists, nationalities, the aver-
age of quotidian expenditures of each nationality thus, showirg how tourism
income covers the deficit in the commercial balance of the Republic, how this
deficit increased during the period from 1970—74 owing to the political con-

ditions of the country.

In order to conform with world progress in tourism field, Egypt has taken
a decisive step to set a tourism plap as well as a touw.ism map., Both plan and
map were based on scientific researches and field studies so as to attain the

ideal usefulness of tourism energies in Egypt.

The first tourism plan set (and this occured in 1973) was a ten-years plan
to be execured during the period from 1973—82, then it was modified in 1976
and a new five—yea1s plan was set to be executed during the period from 1976 —
80. The latter plan aims to 80 foreward with tourism activities till the number
of touists can be raised during the fixed period 1.7 million, the number of
tourism nights 17 millions, the tourism income 240 millions Egyptian pounds.

The plan aims as well to enhance the current standard of tourism zones
besides creating new tourism zones, thus, ensuring a continnal response bet—
weeen the increase in the number of tourists and the flousish ofthe propaganda
campaigns and the exploitation of the new enterpri.es in attracti- g the attention
of the World public opinion towards our country, taking into consideration
that A.R.E. doesn’t still represent any weight in World tourism.

The article is provided with : (a) diagrams and comparative statistical rables
showing Egypt’s position in tourism field compared with the first-rate coun—
tries in the same field, e.g., Spain, Italy, etc. — (b) maps illustrating to what
extent the different types of tourism are represented in Egypt.
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