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Abstract

This research paper aims to provide an analytical critical insight of some previous
Arabic and Foreign studies, that proceeded from Habermas’s theoretical issues of
“Public Sphere, and Communicative Action”, to analyze the actual role of the tradi-
tional and digital media in circulating and securing the intellectual dominance of the
hegemonic forces in society or enable the free discussion.

The study based on the qualitative analysis of 25 Arabic studies and 23 English stud-
ies using the secondary analysis from 2011-2021.

The results revealed a continuing controversy among the Arab and Foreign re-
searchers about the role of social networks and digital media in creating a free public
sphere, based on rational debate and rational communicative dialogue compared to
traditional media, especially after the political transformations that many Arab coun-
tries have witnessed in the past decade. Except, the findings warned from absolute
assurance for the role of these networks in creating the public sphere, with the ne-
cessity of considering the ethics of the discourse presented through the virtual public
sphere which may go beyond moderate opinions and threaten the desired democra-
cy. As well as the need to study this area within the framework of its relationship with
the historical, political and social context of society, while emphasizing the difficulty
of applying the public sphere in the Habermasian sense to Arab societies.

Keywords:Public Shpere,Communicative Action,Social Media,Digital Media,Face-
book.
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