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The paper is an attempt to determine the cost of poverty alleviation in the State of Kuwait, the
objectives of the paper extends to determine the cost of providing a decent life for citizens, the
framework has been expanded to include expatriates. This is in addition to a number of sub-goals.
The paper also addresses the analysis of a number of factors that have a direct or indirect impact on
poverty and decent life. It uses some of the basic concepts associated with the subject of poverty,
such as the concepts of the poverty line (the absolute poverty line, abject poverty line, relative poverty
line, and the concept of a decent life), it also presents the methodology used in the calculation of
poverty indicators used. The paper relies primarily on data collected in family income and expenditure
survey (2007-2008), that was carried out in Kuwait. This survey is the latest in Kuwait, as its final
results was published in 2011. In addition, the paper uses a range of other data sources that address

the economic and social conditions of the population of Kuwait.
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Although they are limited in number, the paper proves that some Kuwaities can be considered
relatively poor. Also, it finds that about 50% of Kuwaitis and more than 70% of non-Kuwaitis do not
have enough income that provides them with decent life.
The study concludes that the Kuwait experience in poverty allevation and providing a decent life for its
population is a unique experience, however, transfering it to other countries needs further analysis, as
governmental or non-governmental aid representing the cornerstone in poverty alleviation and and
provide a decent life for all residents in Kuwait. The value of such assistance reached more than 5.5
billion Kuwaiti dinars per year (about 19 billion U.S. dollars). However, the state of Kuwait has to add
more than a billiuon kuwaiti Dinar annually to the value of current aid, if it is serious about providing a
decent life for all people. However, the continuation of this situation refers to a real crisis in the state
budget in the near future, as *non-oil deficit' in the budget is evident.
Accordingly, the paper provides some recommendations that could be taken into consideration for
providing a decent life for the citizens and residents in the state of Kuwait. Theses includes: design
and implemention of policies and programs to promote productivity of the workforce and relate work
compansation to productivity in all production sectors, provide decent, productive, and compatative job
opportunities for both Kuwaiti and non—-Kuwaiti labor force, through restructuring the Kuwaiti economy
and encourage activities with high economic reward. Finally, the paper recommends establishing a
minimum wage in the private sector providing the raise of the educational level and professional
employment in this sector and thus raise thier productivity levels, which helps in providing decent life
for citizens and expatriates, as well as providing an opportunity to gradually remove subsidies on
certain goods and services in the future.
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