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Abstract

This Study, examines the main elements that establish a pivotal and
influential role for civil society organizations in Africa. Which can be
relied upon in peacebuilding operations; especially with the African
context characterized by structures and mechanisms that can interact with
the peacebuilding in its various stages and dimensions. The study was
divided into three sections; the first section focus on concepts, approaches
and dimensions of peacebuilding. In the second part of the study;
examines through monitoring and analysis, the elements of the role that
can be built upon in interaction and proposing solutions to conflicts.
Emphasis was placed on the components that characterize civil society in
Africa; Especially the traditional and religious mechanisms, structures
and institutions. And in the third part of the study is an evaluation the role
of NGOs in peacebuilding in Africa. The study concluded that there are
elements that can be relied upon in the presence of an influential and
decisive role for civil society organizations in political, economic and
social peacebuilding issues in Africa. Where traditional institutions, based
on the cultures of the areas affected by the conflict, and their mechanisms
that have roots in the local environment, can contribute to peace-building
processes; specifically with regard to reconciliation committees. It also
has the potential to play an influential role in rural communities; and
settling the dispute over land. As for religious organizations and
institutions; it has a great influence on the behavioral lifestyle of
individuals; as religion is relevant to public life in Africa; it has the
ingredients to have an effective role in peacebuilding processes and
stages.
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1Luc Huyse, “tradition-based approaches in peacemaking, transitional justice and
reconciliation policies”,Luc Huyse, Mark Salter(Eds) Traditional Justice and
Reconciliation  after  Violent  Conflict Learning from  African
Experiences(Stockholm,Sweden:International  Institute for Democracy and
Electoral Assistance, 2008 ) p1,10,12
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1 Lado Tonlieu Ludovic, S. J, Religion and Peacebuilding in Sub-Saharan Africa,
Terence McNamee, Monde Muyangwa (Eds.), “the State of Peacebuilding in
Africa Lessons Learned for Policymakers and Practitioner”(Switzerland: the
registered company Springer Nature Switzerland AG, 2021)p47,48
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CHRISTIAN CHURCH IN BUILDING CIVIL SOCIETY IN NIGERIA,
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CENTRAL AFRICA (DOUALA, CAMEROON: Centre for Conflict Resolution,
The Douala seminar 2006)p27
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CHURCH IN A FAILED NIGERIAN STATE, Mojubaolu Olufunke Okome (ed.)
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1 CIVICUS, LDGL, Democratic Republic of the Congo: Joint Submission to the
UN Universal Periodic Review 33rd Session of the UPR Working Group (DCR:
CIVICUS, LDGL, October, 2018) p5
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1 Inge Amundsen, Cesaltina Abreu, Civil Society in Angola: Inroads, Space and
Accountability(Norway: Chr. Michelsen Institute,2006)p7
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3 Mark Robinson, "Strengthening Civil Society in Africa: The Role of Foreign
Political Aid", Transforming Development Knowledge (Brighton, UK: Institute
of Development Studies, VVol. 47 No. 2A November 2016)p60,61
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1 Volker Boege, Potential and Limits of Traditional Approaches in
Peacebuilding

At:https://berghoffoundation.org/files/publications/boege_handbookl|l.pdf

2 Lado Tonlieu Ludovic, S. J, Op.cit, p59
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