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(1) Asimple linear regression analysis, the least square method, (Thom, 1966),
was applied to compute the trends of rainfall based on the annual totals, as
the trend is the basic tool for describing and analyzing the changes of climate
parameters (HOUGHTON, et al., 2001).
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(2) Rainfall variability was expressed by coefficients of variability (standard deviation/annual mean)
which is used with ratio scale variables where zero is an absolute zero point, i.e. 0 = nil, very low
=<0.1, low = 0.1-0.2, medium = 0.2-0.3, high = 0.3-0.4, and very high = >0.4 (Broms, 2004).
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