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Mass Rape of women as a Means of Ethnic Cleansing in the 1992-1995
Bosnian and Herzegovina War
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Abstract:

The present research investigates the issue of mass rape against Muslim
women in the1992-1995 war of Bosnia and Herzegovina. The decision of
Bosnia and Herzegovina to become independent from Yugoslavia marked a
devastating war that lasted from 1992 to 1995, in which hundreds of
thousands of people were killed, millions of people were displaced, gross
and unspeakable violations of human rights and international humanitarian
occurred for the policy of ethnic cleansing that was openly practiced in the
territory of Bosnia and Herzegovina. Yet, the worst of what occurred in that
war was the use of systematic and mass rape as a means of ethnic cleansing,
in which more than 50,000 Muslim women from Bosnia have been
repeatedly raped, forced to become pregnant to have Serb children.
Moreover, these mass rapes were carried out openly in the presence of
families and other detainees in the rape camps, and also these rapes were
accompanied by torture and Killings of women. The crimes of rape did not
distinguish between young girls, young women or older women, affecting
most women in Bosnhia and Herzegovina. Rape was used in that war as a
method for ethnic cleansing and was aimed to terrorize the Muslim
population, make them flee their lands and homes and not return to them
again by spreading terror in them and fear of their inability to protect their
women. Evidence and international reports have proven that the rapes in that
war were not a byproduct of the war, but rather a systematic and planned
military strategy. Those reports of rape in Bosnhia and Herzegovina had a
wide echo and international condemnation, and had an influential role in
making the decision to establish the International Criminal Tribunal for the
Former Yugoslavia to punish war criminals in Bosnia and Herzegovina. The
court issued historic rulings; it was the first time historically a person was
convicted of using rape as a weapon during war by an international court.
Keywords: Rape— Ethnic Cleansing —Genocide — War of Bosnia and
Herzegovina — Bosnian Women.
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(*Lynne Jones: Then they started shooting children of the Bosnian War and the
adults they become, New York : Bellevue Literary Press, 2013,p.103.
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(**)Helsinki Watch: War crimes in Bosnia-Hercegovina, New York, Human Rights
Watch,vol ii ,1993,p.169.
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:Mass rape : the war against women in Bosnia-Herzegovina, Lincoln : University of
Nebraska Press, 1994,p.90.
(®)Roy Gutman: A witness to genocide the 1993 Pulitzer Prize-winning dispatches on
the "ethnic cleansing’ of Bosnia, New York : Macmillan Pub. Co , Toronto , 1993,p.72-
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(*)Anne-Marie L.M. de Brouwer: Supranational Criminal Prosecution of Sexual
Violence: The ICC and the Practice of the ICTY and the ICTR, Antwerp: Intersentia,
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(**)Cindy S. Snyder, Wesley J. Gabbard: Op.Cit, p.190.
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Consequences of Rape on Women in 1991-1995 War in Croatia and Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Clinical Science, January, 2006,p.71.
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(***)Lynne Jones: Op.Cit,p.103.
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)Alexandra Stiglmayer: The Rapes in Bosnia-Herzegovina, Op.Cit,p.120.
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(**)Swanee Hunt: Op.Cit,p.49.
(**")Amnesty International: Op.Cit,p.5-6.
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(**)Steven L. Burg and Paul Shoup: Op.Cit,p.170.

(**°)Alexandra Stiglmayer: The Rapes in Bosnia-Herzegovina, Op.Cit,p84.
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(*"Cindy S. Snyder, Wesley J. Gabbard: Op.Cit,,p.185.

(**?)Sabine Hirschauer: The Securitization of Rape Women, War and Sexual Violence,
Palgrave Macmillan ,UK,2014,p 64.

(**)Cindy S. Snyder, Wesley J. Gabbard: Op.Cit,,p.185.

(" Tiffani C. Mccoy: Sexual Violence And Genocide In Bosnia And Rwanda:
Confronting The Failure Of International Intervention And Supporting Survivors In
A Post-Conflict Society, Master Thesis, Southern Connecticut State University, New
Haven, Connecticut, December 2011,p.1.

(*®)Albert Doja: Politics of mass rapes in ethnic conflict: a morphodynamics
of raw madness and cooked evil, Crime, Law and Social Change, Volume 71, Number 5,
2019,p.546.
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)Alexandra Stiglmayer: The Rapes in Bosnia-Herzegovina, Op.Cit,p.120-160.
)Catharine A. MacKinnon: Turning Rape into Pornography: Postmodern Genocide,
Op.Cit,p.75.

(**)Thomas Cushman And Stjepan G. Mestrovic: This Time We Knew Western
Responses To Genocide In Bosnia, New York , New York University Press.1996,p.99.
(*®) women's Rights Project (Human Rights Watch): Human Rights Watch
(Organization): The Human Rights Watch Global Report On Women's Human
Rights. New York : Human Rights Watch.1995,p.10.
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(***)Thomas Cushman And Stjepan G. Mestrovic: Op.Cit,p.100.
(*")Helsinki Watch: Op.Cit,p.22.

(*"United nation : E/CN.4/1993/NG0/41, Op.Cit,p.2-3.
(*"*)Teresa lacobelli: Op.Cit,p.276.
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(***)Vera Folnegovic-Smalc: Psychiatric Aspects of the Rapes in the War against the
Republics of Croatia and Bosnia-Herzegovina, in Alexandra Stiglmayer :Mass rape : the
war against women in Bosnia-Herzegovina, Lincoln : University of Nebraska Press,
1994,p177.

(*""yAmnesty International: Op.Cit,p.3.

(***)Roy Gutman: Op.Cit,p.76.

(*"*)Mladen Longar, Vesna Medved, Nikolina Jovanovié, Ljubomir Hotujac: Psychological
Op.Cit,p.67.

(***)Adriana Kovalovska: Op.Cit,p.935.

(*®*)Nigel Cawthorne: The world's ten most evil men from twisted dictators to child
killers, London : John Blake,2009 ,p.75.

(**3)Drakuli¢ Slavenka : They would never hurt a fly, Viking,2004,p.60.

(***)Andrea Parrot and Nina Cummings : Op.Cit,p.39.
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(*®*)Janine Natalya Clark: Storytelling, resilience and transitional justice: Reversing

narrative social bulimia, Theoretical Criminology, 2022, Vol. 26(3),p.457.
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)Susan Dewey: Hollow bodies Institutional Responses To Sex Trafficking In

Armenia, Bosnia, and India, Sterling, VA : Kumarian Press,2008,p.100.

(**)Roy L. Brooks: Op.Cit,p. 5.
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(**)https://darelhilal.com/News/475772.aspx / https://www.reuters.com/article/bosnia-war-

play-ar5-idARAKBN1WV08U
(**YThomas Cushman And Stjepan G. Mestrovic: Op.Cit,p.47.
(**)Adam LeBor : Complicity with evil the United Nations in the age of modern
genocide , New Haven : Yale University Press,2006,p.150.
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Republics of Croatia and Bosnia-Herzegovina, Op.Cit, p174-175.

(**)Alexandra Stiglmayer: The Rapes in Bosnia-Herzegovina, Op.Cit,85.
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