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The Cultivation and Manufacturing of Linen in Medieval Egypt:
A Study in Historical Geography
ABSTRACT

Linen is the main and only source of fiber and the most important industrial
crop for textiles in Egypt in the Middle Ages. The economic importance of flax is
due to superiority over fiber crops to its use for two purposes: extracting edible oil
from seeds, and from the bark fibers that are used in making textiles.

The researcher tried to deduce maps that show the areas of concentration of
flax cultivation and industry in the Middle Ages, where they were abundant in the
delta and valley, and the areas of flax cultivation and industry were similar, and
were concentrated in thirteen administrative regions; The delta’s share was eight
regions, while the valley included only five regions, while the oil extraction industry
was limited to the delta only.

The study concluded that the cultivated area of flax during the period from
(2000-2018 AD) represented only (2,3%) of the cultivated area during the medieval
era, and the total average productivity of flax fibers represented only (3,2%) In the
period from (2000-2018 AD), compared to the Middle Age in Egypt, while the
productivity of the seed during the period (2000-2018 AD) was only (10,5%) than it
was in the Middle Age.

Flax did not appear in the map of the cultivated area in any of the valley
governorates in the period from (2000-2018 AD) after it was the main crop during
the Arab era, and the valley acquired (36,57%) of the total area of the flax cultivated in
Egypt, while The share of the delta was (63,5%); Perhaps the reason for this is the
increase in the cultivated area, the intensity of irrigation canals, and the proximity of

production areas to markets and manufacturing centers during the study period.

Keywords: Flax - Textiles - Agriculture - Industry - Flaxseed - Middle Ages
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