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Abstract:

Epidemics appeared in different historical periods, but their impact was
more devastating in antiquity than others. Here we are going to talk about the
most widespread and devastating type of epidemic in Roman history, the
Antonine Plague. During the reign of "Marcus Aurelius" (161-180 AD), the
Roman Empire was at the height of its power; Where it was exposed to a long

and devastating epidemic. Hence, the researcher will focus on this epidemic
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that appeared among its soldiers during the siege of the city of Seleucia (165-
166 AD), during the long fierce war that the empire fought for 16 years against
the Parthians when the victorious Roman armies returned, and if it were not
for some of the measures taken to confront this epidemic, it would have
changed The shape of political forces in the ancient world, so we can call it a
pandemic because its spread exceeded the limits of one city. Because of its
seriousness and the speed of its spread, this epidemic extended to the
beginnings of the era of “Comodus” (180-192 AD). In the end, this research
will attempt to find out the reasons for the emergence of this epidemic; And
the reasons for its spread, and its impact on the Roman army, and the role of

the physician Galen in that.
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K. Harper, ‘Pandemics and passages to late antiquity: rethinking the plague

of ¢.249-270 described by Cyprian’, JRA 28 (2015), 225.

—
| S—



oy B Jand) dakald/ aY oYY saigi (Yo ) amd)

35

20

10

AW A

=~ Wreaths

r ‘ == Human Figures

50 60 70 80 90 100 110 120 130 140 150 160 170 180 190 200 210 220 230 240 250 260 210
AD. AD. AD. AD. AD. AD. AD. AD. AD AD. AD AD AD. AD AD. AD. AD AD. AD. AD. AD. AD. AD.

(Y) s

Broux,Y.& Clarysse,W. , Two Greek funerary stelae from Lydia and the

.YAAntonine plague, Tyche 24, 2009,

—
| S—



SAD
oA D
15A0

20AD.

25AD
30AD

3SAD.

4a0aAD
45 A D

SOAD.
S55AD.

SOAD
65 AD
JTOAD
75 A0
woAD
85 AD

S0 AD.
95 AD.

100AD

105 AD.
110AD.

I1SAD
120A 0D

125 AD.

1W0AD
115 A0
IMOAD

14A5AD.

150 A0
155A0D

160 A D.
165 AD.

170AD
175AD

18O AD.

185AD
1IN0 AD
195 A D
200 A0
20% A D
210A0

215AD.
220AD.

225 AD
230AD

235A.0.
240AD. |

245 A D
250A0D
255 AD
260A D
2065 A D
270D

275 AD.

2BOAD
ABS A D

290 AD.

295AD
IO A D

I0SAD.
JI10AD.

315AD

oy B Jand) dakald/ aY oYY g (YO ) )

5
Lo
51
®
el
o
5
)

i

Broux,Y.& Clarysse,W. , Two Greek funerary stelae from Lydia and the

.Y +Antonine plague, Tyche 24, 2009,




oy B Jand) dakald/ aY oYY g (YO ) )

7

A O
b T -

ity s Tiever ,:.'\’.
n. éA ;:"
5 ) )
S .':;f.l': K AR R -——v"‘{s;,“
A L ;uz;;l;tincpo_lis-\/.'u Ao ’““\ fRL
T S R |
N A e o Mg A g 1 \, .
SN \ . Wl :\'l 0 7»‘ e ’r« ™
s 3, o - WP S,
lexandriais" ,
-l 3 Z: 7 -
"' % ! " T

Figure 2. Trade Routes in the Roman Empire. Brown routes represent roadways, blue and green routes are watet roi
red route represents fastest path from Alexandria to Egypt. (Walter Scheidel, Orbis.)
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Figure 4. Trade Route from India (not shown) to Quseir al Qadim and Other Red Sea Ports to Alexandria. Black lines
indicate travel by road, blue lines indicate travel along the Nile River. (The Red Sea Governate, redsea.gov.eg.)
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Figure 1 Changes in real prices and rents between 100-160s and 190s-260s CE

Figure 3. Data on Pre- to Post- Antonine Plague Prices and Rents in Roman Egypt. (Walter Scheidel, “A Model of Demo-
graphic and Economic Change in Roman Egypt after the Antonine Plague.”)
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