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ABSTRACT

The present study was carried out to investigate the effec! of iodized sait and
unfuslified sait (NaCl) on some pathogenic and non-pathogenic migrobes
(Staphylococcus aureus, Listenia monocytogenes, Aspergiilus ffavus, Bacillus subtilis
and Saccharomyces cerevisiae) in selective media. The effec! of low level and high
leve! of jodized salt were evaluated using disc paper technigue as minimum inhibition
concentrate (MIC). Data revealed that effect of jodized salt was higher on pathogenic
than non-pathogeni¢ mictobes, the effect was increased with increasing the
concentration of iodized salt. Heavy melals (Co, Cu, Pb, Zn and Fe) which lead to a
real harmful effect on consumers were determined lo discrimination between the
sources of iodized salts.  Also, identification the component of iodized salts using
thin layer chromatography (TLC) to determine Ry value and color under UV light (365
nm) by two developing systems.

On the olher hand the application of iodized saits were done {at 4000 and
5000 ppm lodine} in processing of wet salted fish and pickled cucumber. Total viable
counts were determined during storage periods, which slightly increased with
prolonged storage, Also, sensory characleristics (color, taste, odor and acceptability)
were done for all tested samples atthe end of storage period. Statistical anaiyses
revealed that no significant differences were detecled between the tested samples.
So, it could be recommended to use iodized salt in fopd processing 1o improve
microbiological, sensory quality and protect consumers health.

INTRODUCTION

Comimon 2dible salt has an important role as food additive in
preparation and processing of food products.  Its function includes one or
more of the following aspects: flavoring, preservation, formation of a desirable
texture by solubilization of food proteins, confroiing the rate of fermentation
and reduction of water absorption in bread and bakery products (Crocco,
1982 and Schridt 1988).

ladine is an essential lrace element for mammalian development
because it is a constituenl of the thyrcid hormones, thyroxin and
triofdthyronine (Hetzel, et af., 1990).

Previous studies have shown that a safe daily intake of iodine has been
estimated 1o be between 50 and 100C ug/day {Stanbury and Hetzel 1980 and
WHOQ, 1991).

lodine deficiency not only causes goiter but it may also result in
irreversible brain damage in the fetus and infant (WHO, 1994},
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Cretinism in childhood is a well-known manifestation of iodine
deficiency (WHO, 1993).

Loncarevic, et al. (1996) found that Listeria monocytogenes was
isolated from fish samples. Ten of 16 positive samples harbored more than
100 cfu/g Lisleria monocytogenes.

Azanza, et al. (1998} found that no significant differences were
detected between the physicochemical, microbiclogical and sensory
characteristics of the test products with iodized and unfortified NaCl salts.
They recommended the addition of iodine 1o semi-processed or completely
processed food products to lessen iodine losses.

Zidan, et al. {1998) reported that food grade salt should be free from
contaminants that may be harmful to the consumer health. In particular the
following maximum limits recommended by Codex Alimentarius (1991) shauld
not be exceeded in the produced NaCl: Cu (2.0), Pb (2.0), Cd (0.5) and {43
(0.1) mg/kg. While, the Egyptian standard specifications of the edible sodium
chioride (1996) indicated that the following maximum limils should not be
exceeded: Fe (10.0}, Cu (2.0) and Pb (2.0) ppm, respeclively.

Ibrahim e! al (2001) found that the concentration of Copper Cu
{4.0 ppm), Lead (Pb, 20 ppm), Iron (Fe, 13 ppm) mercury (Hg) that reached
{1.0 ppm) and Zinc, {Zn, 5.0 ppm) in El-Sayahaat salt. Whiie, Fe, Cu, Pb, and
Zn were, {4.90, 1.70}, (0.17, 1.20), (0.12, 0.18) and (14.0, 17.0) ppmin
imported source of NaCl samples from Jordan and Saudi Arabia, respectively.

The present work has been devoted to study the heavy metals that may
be presented in the edible table salt (NaCl} and sait fortified with iodine
(iodized saft), its effect on some pathogenic and non-pathogenic
microorganisms, focuses to ability application of iodized sall in pickles, salting
cured fish processing and its quality.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Materials:-

A) Salt NaCl (Sodium Chloride):

Standard salt (NaCl) free from iodine was obtained from company and

the chemical product, Egypt {June, 2001).

lodized table salts used in this study were obtained from local super
market (Zagazig City, Sharkia, Egypt) as the following:-

1- El-Arossa salt was contained potassium iodide (30 - 70 ppm) + NaCl, it
obtained from El-Naser company Zefta for salt product, Egypt January
2002.

2- Safi salt was comtained potassium iodide from (30 — 70 ppm) * NaCl, it
obtained from El-Naser company for salting by El-Motaheda company,
Egypt, February 2002,

3- Sasa salt was contained potassium iodide from (30 — 70 ppm) + NaCl, it
obtained from Saudi Arabia, December 2001.

4- Masa salt was contained potassium iodide from (30 - 70 ppm) + NaCl, it
obtained from Saudi Arabia, December 2001,
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B) Cucumber samples:
The cucumber fruits {Cucumber staves, L.) samples at optimum stage
of maturity used in this study were obtained from Zagazig City, Egypt.

Preparation of cucumber samples:

1- Cucumber {5 Kg.) were washed with tap water to remove dirt and soil
particles and damage fruits.

2- After washing, Cucumber sliced (7 cm in length and 5 mm thickness).

3- Sliced cucumber cover with brine solulion wet salting method in glass jars
container 250 gm the following salt concentration for pickling treatment
were:- -

NaCl 15% as control.
NaCl 15% + 4000 ppm iodine.
NaCl 15% + 5000 ppm iodine.
NaCl 209% as control.
NaCl 20% + 4000 ppm iodine
NaCl 20% + 5000 ppm iodine.

4- Alt treatments as two trials of glass jars closed and the fermentation as
natural according to Kolesnikov (1985) was carried out at a constant
ambient temperature at about 25 — 28°C and analysis of samples during
storage perieds {0, 5, 10 and 15 days) for microbiological test and
sensory evaluation after 15 days.

C) Sardine Fish processing as the following:

Sardine (Sardinelfa sp.) fish {5 Kg.) were obtained from locatly market.
Fish samples were then washed with tape water. Head, tail, fins and viscera,
of the fish were removed and discarded, fish flesh washed by tape water and
sliced into transverse slices fillets {(as mentioned by El-Shawaf2000). All
samples put in glass jars container and covered with brin solution as above
treatment using 4000, 5000 ppm iodine as additive to salt NaCl (15% and
20%). Cured fish samples stored at room temperature until determination
microbiological test after (0, 5, 10 and 15 days) and sensory evaluation,
carried out at the end of fermentation (15 days).

Methods:-
Heavy metals: _

Heavy metals (Cobalt Co, Copper Cu, Zink Zn, Lead Pb and lron Fe) of
saft samples were determined using Unicom 969 AA spectrometer SOLAAR
Alomic Absorption, Central Laboratory, Fac. of Agric., Zagazig Univ., Egypt,
according to Luten et al. (1986),

Microorganisms:

Staphylococous aureus, and Listeria monocytogenes were obtained
from Dairy Dept., Fac. of Agric., Mansoura Univ., Egypt.

Aspemgillus flavus, Baciffus sublilis and Saccharomyces cerevisiae
were obtained from Dept. of Microbial,, Fac. of Agric., Mansoura Univ., Egypt.

Microbiological analysis:
Staphylococcus aursus plated with staphylococcus medium No. 110
(Difco, 1974},
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Listeria monacytogenes. plated with NAB (Nalidincacid blood) agar
medium according to (Beerens and Tahon-Castel, 1966).

Aspergiflus flavus: Potato dexiros agar (PDA) was used according to
Adekunl and Ayeni (1974).

Bacilius subtilis. Nurient agar medium was used.

Saccharomyces cerevisiae: Using nutrient agar medium.

Antimicrobial activity:

lodized table salt samples were added at 0, 100, 200, 300, 400, 500,
1000, 2000, 3000, 4000 and 5000 ppm to determine its effect on pathagenic
and non- pathogenlc microorganisms using minimum inhibition concentration
(MIC) paper disc (5 mm) method during their growth at 30°C for 48 hrs and 5
days for fungi. The sensitivity of each microbe for the different concentrate
was recorded as mentioned by El-Shawaf and Gomaa (2000) as follows:
Zones diameter > 15 mm highly sensitive, 5— 15 mm moderate sensitive,
1 -5 mm slightly sensitive and no zone considered to be insensitive.

Total viable counts (TVC):

The pour plate technique for the microbiological analysis. Plate counts
were performed on nitrient agar for pickles and fermented fish medium
according to American Public Health Association (APHA) (1960). After serial
dilutions and inoculation, plates were incubated at 30°C for 48 hours before
counting. The average of triplicate reading were taken as menticned by Ei-
Kotry, et al. (1994).

Thin layer chromatograph (TLC):
Slain solution of table salt NaCi with and without iodine were spotted on
TLC silica gel G plates and using two solvent system:-
A (Ethanal: Ethyl acetate: water) (v / v}

50 30 ;20
B {Ethyl acetate : Acetic acid ; water) (v/ v)
80 : a . 20

Also, potassium iodied and icdine were spotted on TLC too. The examination
under ultra viplet UV lamp (365 nim) with fresh starch solution (1%) as spray
agent was carned out and the components were marked for R, value.
Dtstance of samples
Were Rivalue = on TLC.
Distance of solvent

Sensory evaluation:

Sensory evaluation for all investigated samples of pickles and cured
fish were evaluated by a taste panel of 10 well trained members. The samples
were tesled for color, odor, taste and acceptability as mentioned by El-
Sherbiny (1996).

Statistical analysis:
Collected data were subjected to analysis by the technique of analysis
of variance {ANOVA) as mentioned by Gomez and Gomez (1984
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Data in Table (1) revealed that the high effect on Staphylococcus
aureus as pathogenic microb was iodized salt (Safi salt) for inhibition on the
growth. While, iodized salt (Sasa salt), iodized table salt (Arossa salt) and
iodized table salt (Masa salt) for inhibitor agent on the growth of pathogenic
bacteria, respectively. Also, results in Table (1) showed that the effect of
iodized lable salt {Safi salty was high effect on the growth of Listeria
monocylogenes than both Sasa, Arossa and Masa table salt, compared with
control no fortified with iodine, respectively.

Table (1): Effect of market iodized salt at different concentration on
some pathogenic and non-pathogenic microhes compared
with control.

Type of microorganisms g?lgf\e{r:; 'I;x:pe of;odlzeg salt :ampl;s

Staphylococcys aureus g
5
10
15
20
Listeria monocytogenes g
5
10
15
20
Aspergilius flavus 0
2
5
10
15
20
Bacillus subtilis 1)
2
9
10
15
20
Saccharomyces cerevisiae 1)
2
5
10
15
20
*1- NaCl pure and free from iodine. 2- Arossa salt
3- Safl salt | 4- 5asa salt . 5- Masa salt
Nil: Ingsensitive { - }
+; Slightly sensitive (1-5 mm) ++: Moderate senslitive {5~10 mm).

oYy o 4

++

LI N I I
+ 4+ F+ v+ F
1. v 1 1

LI S R N B |

+
-
+
+

] 1
1 [ I |
[ S |

[ I N L
L O I T T T I
+ 4+ 1+

+
+
+
+

++ + 0

+|Illlllllllllll|l
[T T S

+ 4+

4761



Abd-Alfa, 5.0.

Data in the same Table illustrated that Aspergilfus flavus (toxic)
inhibited by both iodized table Safi salt than Masa salt and there is no effect
of both Arossa sait, Sasa salt and Control treatment.

Also, results in the above Table (1) showed that there is no effect for
control sample and Arossa salt on both Baciilus subfifis and Saccharomyces
cerevisiae compared with Masa salt, Sasa salt and Safi salt which have high
effect respectively.  Finally, iodized salt Safi salt have high effect on
pathogenic microorganisms than other iodized salt and control treatment, this
may be due to the varied effect of iodine as antimicrobial and NaCl as
preservative agent on the microbial growth.

Data in Table (2) show the identification of component of iodized table
salt on TLC under ultra violet light at 365 nm using two solvent systems. The
results illustrated that pure salt cantain one campound at R, 0.851 and 0,108
for solvenl A and B respectively. While, iodized table szlt contain ons
compound at R;0.860 - 0.102 for Safi salt, Ry 0.858 — 0.110 for Sasa sall, R,
{0.857 — 0.110) and biue color for all compound using solvent A and B
respectively. While, R, foriodine and potassium iodide (0.919 — 0.805) and
(0.832 - 0.635) using soivent A and B with high blue color, respectively.

The different variation in Ry for all samples of iodized salt and control
may be due to the purity of table salt and some heavy metals found in the
mixture of table salt.

Table (2): Identification of component in iodized salt on thin layer
chromatography (TLC) under UV lamp at {365 nm).

Type of sait samples, iodine|Type of component with two solvent system
and potassium iodide Solvent {A) Solvent (B)
Color R¢ Color R
Pure salt - 0.851 - 0.108
Argssa salt Blue 0.854 Blue 0.108
Safi salt Biue - 0.860 Blue 0.102
asa salt Blue 0.858 Blue 0.110
Masa salt Blue 0.857 Blue 0.110
lodine standard High blue | 0.919 | High blue 0.805
Potassium iodide standard Higin blue | 0.832 High blue 0.635

A Ethanal : Ethyl acetate : water B: Ethyl acetate : Acetic acid : water
50 30 20 80 30 20

Distance of sample

Ry : Rate of flow = on (TLC)

Distance of solvent

Table (3) show the content of heavy metals (ppm) in investigated
iodized table salt. Data illustrated that Sasa salt contain high amount of
Cobalt (Co) and Copper {Cu) 9.535 ppm, 3.105 ppm respectively than other
samples and control pure salt. These data disagreement with those obtained
by [brahim, et ai. (2001), they indicated that copper (Cu) was 1.30, 1.10, 0.17,
1.20 and 4.0 ppm in NaCl salt of local production {non-private sector and
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private sector), imported (from Jordan and Saudi Arabia) and Ei-Sayahaat
salt, respectively. Where, Cu in investigated samples was low than local
production, impcsisd table salt and E)l-Sayahaat table salt. But Arossa salt
contain little arnount (0.760 ppm). Also, data showed that lead (Pb) was high
content in Sasa and Safi salt (6.055 and 6.025 ppm) than other Table salt and
control pure salt. These data disagreement with that obtained by Ibrahim
(2001) where lead (Pb) content of local production table salt from (1.10 - 1.30
ppm) and from (0.17 — 1.20 ppm) in imported table salt. While, EI-Sayahaat
table salt lead (Pb) concent was high (20.0 ppm) than the data obtained from
investigated samples. All table salt contain Zinc (Zn) and lron (Fe) low
amount than control pure salt as control sample.  Also, these results
disagreement with those obtained by Ibrahim et al. (2001). They found that
iron (Fe) content of table salt was (3.50 — 7.50 ppm}, (1.70 ~ 4.90 ppm} and
(13.0 ppm) in local production, imported and El-Sayahaat table salt,
respectively. While, Zinc (Zn) content was (13.80 - 16.00 ppm), {14.00 -
17.00 ppm)-and (5.00 ppm) in local production, imported and El-Sayahaat
table salt, respectively. Minerals elements concentration in NaCl salts varied
according to the kind of salt source and preparation method.

Table (3): Content of heavy metals {ppm) In the Investigated lodized

(NaCl) salt samples.
( Type of tested salt Heavy metals (ppm) |
samples Co* Cu Pb Zn Fe
Pure salt 6.250 | 2.290 | 4.940 | 19.830 47.575
Arossa salt 0.766 | 1.590 | 5735 | 17.405 25.890
Safi salt 6.035 | 1.060 | 6.025 | 17.640 22.380
Sasa salt 9.535 | 3.105 | 6.055 | 19.825 36.770
Masa salt 6.620 | 2675 | 5560 | 18515 L22.105
*Co: Cobalt Cu: Copper
Pb:lead - Zn: Zinc Fe: Iron

Table (4) show the effect of adding iodine at low level (100 ppm to 500
ppm) to NaCl table salt on some pathogenic and non-pathogenic
microorganisms. Data revealed that high effect for iodized salt (100 to
400 ppm) on Staphylococcus aureus as moderate sensitive {5 — 10 mm) zone
than control treatment. Also, iodized salt (500 ppm) have high effect on
Listeria monocytogenes as moderate sensitive {5 — 10 mm) zone than other
adding iodine to table salt.

Results illustrated that there is no effect of iodized salt on both
Aspergillus flavus and Bacillus subtilis as insensitive to iodized salt (< 1 mm)
zone. Also, data showed that iodized salt had effect on Saccharomyces
cerevisiae (200 ppm and 500 ppm) at 15% table salt and {200 ppm) at 20%
table salt, as moderate sensitive (5-10 mm) zone to iodized salt under
investigation.
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Table (4): Effact of adding low level of iodine {ppm) to salt NaCl on some
pathogenic and non-pathogenic microorganisms using paper
disc method.

lType of microorganisms | Concent-! Adding iodine {ppm) to salt.NaCl*
ration (%)| 0 | 100 | 200 F?ﬁ)’ﬂ?oo 500
| Staphylococcus aureus 15% - | 8mm | Bmm T Bmm | -
20% 7mm | 7mm | 7mm | 7mm | 8mm -
Listeria monocytogenes 15% - - - - - -
20% - - - - - |10mm
Aspergillus flavus 15% - . - - - -
20% - - - - . -
Bacillus subtilis 15% - - - - - -
! 20% - - - - - -
Saccharomyces cerevisiae] 15% - - {Tmm| . - | 7mm
20% -J - | 7mm| - R -

{15 - 20 mm): very high sensitive,
{10 ~ 15 mm}; highly sensitive,

{5 ~ 10 mm): Moderate sensltive,
(1 = 5 mm): Slightly sensitive,

NHl (-} : Insensitive.

“Mean value of two trials.

Tabie (5) show the effect of adding high level of iodine to table salt
(1000 ppm to 5000 ppm) on some pathogenic and non-pathogenic
microorganisms using minimum inhibition concentrate zone (MIC). Data
revealed that the adding of iodine (2000, 3000, 4000 and 5000 ppm) had high
effect inhibition on Staphylococcus aureus than (1000 ppm)at 15% - 20%.
While 20% table salt with iodine content as best inhibition than 15% with
iodine content. The results in Table (5) illustrated that table salt at 15% with
iodine (5000 ppm) gave high effect (on Listeria monocytogenes) than other
treatments and control too. While table salt 20% with iodine (4000 and 5000
ppm) were better than other treatments on Lisferia monocytogenes. Also,
data in the same Table (5) revealed that table salt 15% with iodine content
(4000 and 5000 ppm) minimum inhibition concentrate (MIC) zone were 6 mm
and 7 mm (as moderate sensitive) for Aspergilfus flavus respectively. While,
table sait (20%) with iodine (1000, 2000, 3000, 4000 and 5000 ppm) minimum
inhibition concentrate (MIC) zone were (6 mm, 6 mm, 6 mm, 8 mmand 8
mm) (as moderate sensitive) for Aspergilius flavus, respectively, too.

Data in Table (5) showed that table salt (20%) with iodine content belter
than (15%) with iodine content for Bacilfus subtilis inhibition growth which
consider as moderate sensitive to iodized salt.

Table salt {15%) with iodine content had high effect than (20%) at the
same treatments for Saccharomyces cerevisiae at (3000 and 4000 ppm)}, but
at (5000 ppm) table salt (20%) better than {15%) at the same concentration of
iodine content. Finally, iodine content increased with table salt increased
effect of minimum inhibition concentrate (MIC) zone for ail pathogenic
microorganisms than non-pathogenic microorganisms.
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Table (5): Effect of adding high level of iodine (ppm) to NaCl salt on
some pathogeriic and non-pathogenic microorganisms using

disc method.

’ | Concent- |Adding iodine (ppm) to salt NaCl*

Type of microorganisms | ration {%) Minimum inhibition zone**
0_| 1000 [ 2000 [ 3000 [ 4000 | 5000
Staphylococcus aureus 15% - - | mm | 6mm [ 7mm | 8mim
20% - - gmm | 7mm | 9mm | 7mm
Listeria monocytogenes 15% - - - - - ]8mm
20% - - - - | emm | 7mm
Aspergilius Ravus 15% - - - - | émm [ 8mm
20% - | 6mm | 8mm | 6mm | 8mm | 8mm
Baciflus sublilis 15% - | 6mm | Ymm | 7rm | 7mm  3mm
20% émm| Ymm | mm | 3mm | dmm | 9
Saccharomyces cerevisige 15% - | 6mm | 7mm | Bmm | 8mm | 7mm
20% - - - Imm | 7mm | 8mm

*Moan value of two trials.

(15 = 20 mm): very high sensitive,
{10 — 18 mmy): highly sensitive,
{5 =10 mm): Moderate sensltive,
{1 = § mm):*Slightly sensitive,
Ril {-) : Insensitive.

Table (6) show the effect of different concentration of table salt (15%
and 20%) fortified with iodine at {4000 and 5000 ppm) as the better treatment
for inhibition the growth of total viable count in both pickles (Cucumber) and
salted fish (Sardine) during storage periods.

These results were in agreement with Achinewhu and Oboh {2002) and
Pailudan, ef al (2002} whom indicaled that iolal viable count {TVC) of
microorganisms were slightly decreased in fermented and unfermented
sardinella with decreasing pH from 6.5 10 4.3.

Data illustrated that total viable count (TVC) log (CFU/g) were
increased during storage periods than control samples in pickles cucumber
with 4000 ppm. except at 15% with (5000 ppm) were lower than control
treatment through 10 to 15 days. On the other hand, during storage periods
at 20% with 4000 ppm and 5000 ppm iodine, total viable count Log {CFU/g)
{TVC) were lower in both than control after 10 days.

Data in Table (6) revealed that lotal viable count in Sardine fish
treatments were little increased when storage periods prolonged with 15%
table salt with 4000 ppm and 5000 ppm iodine. On the other hand, total
vigble count {TVC) CFU/g were decreased after 5 days with control treatment,
at 20% NaCl concentration. While, adding iedine (4000 ppm and 5000 ppm)
to 20% table sait, total viable count were little decreased than control
treatment after 10 days except 4000 ppm at 20% through 15 days total viable
count were higher than control treatment. The cdifferent variation in total
viabie count (TVC) CFU/g may be due to the adding iodine 1o table salt.
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Table (6): Effect of iodized salt {NaCl + iodine) on total viable count
(TVC) (CFU/g) of microorganisms during storage at different
concentration.

Sample Storage periods at room temperature
(days)**
Treatments| 0 5 10 15

*X10" | Log | X10* [1Log[x10%Leg| X10" | Lo
15% Salt + control 2 4301 3 [4477] 15 [5.178] 22 | 5.342
Cucum- |18% Salt+4000ppm I 2 | 4301 6 [(4778| 18 |5.255| 61 | 5785
ber picktes|15% Salt+5000ppm I 1 |4000| 4 |4602| 6 [4.778| T | 4.945
20% Salt control - - 1 |4.000| 90 [5.954| 119 | 6.078
R0% + 4000 ppm [ - - - - | a3 |s.518| 40 | 5.802
20% + 5000 ppm | - - {1 |4.000| B8 [5.944| 98 | 5.991
15% Sall + centrol’ 3 [4477| 10 |5.000] 9 [4.954] 17 | 5.230
15% Salt+4000ppm 1 | 33 | 5519 | 57 |5.756( 24 |5.380| 45 | 5.853
Sardine |15% Sali+5000ppmi | 6 |[4778 | 15 |s176| 1 [4.000] 3 | 4.477
fish 0% Salt control 1 [4000| - - | 29 |5.482] 41 | 5613
20% + 4000 ppm ] 2 [4301| 4 |4602f 26 [5415] 75 | 5875
L 20% + 5000 ppm | 2 [4301 | 2 [4301 1 [4000 2 430

* (CFUig): Colany for unit.
** Mean value two trials.
{-) Not colony detected.

Finally, the adding of iodine to table salt little affected the total viable
count during fermention and storage periods in cucumber pickles and saited
Sardine fish treatments where total viable count (TVC) log (CFU/g) of
samples prepared with iodized salts were lower than total viable count with
unfortified NaCl saits. These data were in agreement with that obtained by
Azanza, et af. (1998).

From data in Tables (7 and 8) its clearly that all values were not
significant between treatments with adding iodine to table salt and control
samples at 5% and 1% level of significance. These data were in agree with
that obtained by Azanza et al (1998B), they found that difference test using
paired comparisen were po significant difference detected in the overall
acceptability of the test samples prepared with iodized and unfortified NaCl at
15% level of significance.

Also, these resulls were disagreement with that obtained by Achinewhu
and Oboh {2002), whom reported that sensory evaluation of fish fermented in
10% salt solution significantly higher scores for flavor and overall acceptability
than those fermented in 15% salt solution. )
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