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performative features between Arabic and 

English through 
Ali Muhammad Ali Al-Dakrory 
Fundamentals of Language, Faculty of Islamic and Arabic Studies, Disouq, Al-
Azhar University, Egypt. 
Email: alimohammed.204@azhaar.edu.eg  
 

Abstract 
People speak a language and this language is different 

among nations, some of them speak Arabic, others speak 

English, French and other peoples each speak their own 

language. Languages everywhere differ according to their 

nations. Therefore, Arabic language differs from the English 

language in many characteristics in terms of pronunciation 

and performance. The Arabic person is not like the English, 

and accordingly, each language has its own characteristics 

that distinguish it from others. Among these characteristics 

is the issue of stress. Are there characteristics that 

distinguish the Arabic language from the English language?  

Definitely right.  However, are these characteristics united in 

every language or different in different languages? This 

prompted me to study this issue to know these 

characteristics. Among the most important results are the 

following  

1-The stress existed among the ancient linguists, but it 

was known in different ways from what the modern linguists 

have decided.  It was all called Hamz, elevation. So, it is 

equal to stress among modernists. 

2- The rules of stress in the Arabic language are not 

like the rules of grammar and morphology, which deviate 

from it is considered perverted. 

3- In some cases there are English words which the 

difference in the tone of the syllable does not change the 

meaning. 

mailto:alimohammed.204@azhaar.edu.eg


 
 

 

 
  

  
  

  

4- The stress in the English language varies when a 

word contains a short or long vowel or if it ends with a 

consonant. 

  . Recommendation: We recommend students and 

researchers to study multiple issues other than stress.

Keywords: performance features , Arabic  English, 

stress. 
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 يقذيت



 
 

 

 
  

  
  

  

ئى         ئىئۆ  ئۆ   ئۈ  ئۈ  ئې  ئې  ئې  ئۇئە  ئو  ئو  ئۇ  چ   ٹ ٹ 

 ٧١الرعد:  چئى  ی  ی     
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 انُبر في انعربيت ول:انفصم الأ
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 انُبر في المعجى
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accentstress
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Accect" Stress
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 تحذيذ يكاٌ انُبر في انعربيت
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 يىقف عهًاء انتجىيذ يٍ انُبر

 يىقف أصحاب انفهسفت يٍ انُبر
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 تأحير انُبر في انهغاث
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 وجىد انُبر في انكلاو المسًىع

 إحساش انسايع بانُبر :

Dynamic Accent 

 

musical Accent 
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Quantitative Accent 

Quantitative accent 

 

 هم تتصف انهغت انعربيت بانُير المىسيقي؟

 انُبر في انشعر
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 انعلاقت بين الهًس وانُبر

 وحذاث انُبر :

Vowel
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 درجاث انُبر
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 أَىاع انُبر
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 انفرق بين َبر انقاعذة وَبر الاستعًال
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 أهًيت انُبر
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 انُبر في انهغاث انذارجت

 وظائف انُبر
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stress accent

pitch accent

AccentStress

L’Accent

Betonung  Aksent 

 

                                                           

( )

( )

( )

( ) Roach, P. (2009). English phonetics and phonology: a 
practical course.Cambridge: Cambridge University Press/85

( ) McMahon, A. (2002). An Introduction to English 

Phonology.Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press./118



 
 

 

 
  

  
  

  

 انتعذيلاث انتي تحذث في انكهًت انصىتيت

 تحذيذ يكاٌ انُبر

                                                           

( )

( )

 85Roach, P. 

(2009). English phonetics and phonology/119
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import

Import

Present, subject

 تأحير انُبر في تغيير المعنى

police

present, pre'sentpermit, 

per'mitblack bird, blackbird

                                                           

( )

( )

Ashby, P. (2011). Understanding Phonetics. 

London: Bookpoint./161

( )Ashby, P. (2011). Understanding 

Phonetics. London: Bookpoint./162



 
 

 

 
  

  
  

  

stress" 

accentintonation

è, ê, é, é

 إعطاء انهغت بعض المعاَي

contractcontract

interestinterest

contrastcontrast

 أشكال انُبر

  d intemsiteaccent

Accent Dynamicratoireexpi

accent

musical Accent intonation  accent 
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 اتجاِ انكهًت في انهغت الإنجهيسيت

 
 

                                                           

( )

( )
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 انُحى الأوربيانقىاعذ المقررة في 

 

Import

August

pillow

                                                           

( )

( )  

Learning teaching The Essential Guide     to English Language teaching 

EDITION by jim scrivener/2011/277
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pilot ‘

 انعىايم انتي تؤحر في بروز انُبر

 

 Loudnessارتفاع انصىث     -1

                                                           

( )

( )



 
 

 

 
  

  
  

  

 Lengthطىل انصىث -2

 Pitchدرجت َغًت انصىث -3

 Oddnessالاختلاف -4

odd 

Vowel

                                                           

( )86  85Roach, P. (2009). English phonetics and 

phonologysound foundation-learning and teaching 

pronunciation-Adrian underhill-2005/52                                

 Learning teaching The Essential Guide to English Language teaching 

EDITION by jim scrivener/2011/ 277 
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 levels of stress  يستىياث انُبر في الإنجهيسيت
 Stress       Primaryَبر أساسي أو أولي  -1

'

'photograph 

 Secondary Stressَبر حاَىي  2
 

    pho'tography  ͎͎͎͎͎͎͎͎͎

Primarysecondarytertiaryweak   

merger, given, weather

windfall, Baseball

Artifactgenerate

fine 

man, red house

                                                           

( )

sound foundation-

learning and teaching pronunciation-Adrian underhill-2005/54

 87Roach, P. (2009). English phonetics and phonology



 
 

 

 
  

  
  

  

 درجاث انُبر في الإنجهيسيت

 

 

 قىاعذ انُبر في انهغت الإنجهيسيت
simple words stress

 Kenworthy/ 

. 

desert dezət

͎͎͎de'zət

.  

. 

. 

.

                                                           

( )

( )Kenworthy, J. (1987). Teaching English pronunciation 
.New York: longman/ 28                            

Learning teaching The Essential Guide to English Language 
teaching EDITION by jim scrivener/2011/277
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di syllabic words 

 verbsالأفعال -1

 long vowels apply  

diphthong receive

 attract  

 short vowelenvy

-open

–əᴜ-borrow-follow

 Adjectivesانصفاث  -2

lovely -

alive-angry honest-perfect 

 nouns  الأسماء -3

moneyproduct

 balloon -design

                                                           

( )sound foundation-learning and teaching pronunciation-Adrian 

underhill-2005/55/ English pronunciation IN USE by Jonathan Marks -

2007/ 68/    

 89Roach, P. (2009). English phonetics and phonology



 
 

 

 
  

  
  

  

 tri syllabic wordsكهًاث حلاحيت المقاطع -حانخا 

 الأفعال-1

encounter-

determine

entertain –resurrect  

 الأسماء  -2

 əᴜ

disaster-  potato   mimosa

 -synopsis 

 emperor - quantity – 

cinema 

intellect-alkali
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انصفاث
position of stress in complex    

words

stress 

in donatives

affix words 

prefixesunhappy 

    suffix

circle-semi  -happy

pleasantunpleasant -happyun 

                                                           

( )English pronunciation IN USE by Jonathan Marks -2007/70 

90Roach, P. (2009). English phonetics and phonology



 
 

 

 
  

  
  

  

neseJapa-japan eervolunt

tablecomfor–comfort  

-Refuse   -refusal

photo-

ionperfect-perfect-Photography 

 Words  Compoundحركت انُبر في انكهًاث المركبت  

single words

armchair   sunflower

  (hyphen) fruit-cakegear-

change   -desk lamp  

battery charger

 

Loud speaker bad tempered class second 
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gentleman 

green house-       background

tea cup sunrise

vperfect n and adjPerfect

vprotectnProtect
vconductnConduct

vrecordnRecord 

kilometer-formidable-controversy

 (Kenworthy 

.

I have seen a nice film with my family 
                                                           

( )sound foundation-learning and teaching pronunciation-

Adrian underhill-2005/56
English pronunciation IN USE by Jonathan Marks -2007/72

Ashby, P. (2011). Understanding Phonetics. London: Bookpoint./164

( )

 Kenworthy, J. (1987). 
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 seen – nice –film – family  I have 

–a –with –my 

strong and weak forms 

of stress

 

function words

(connected speech)
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 أهًيت انُبر انقىي و انضعيف

I'm fond of chips

ofChips are what I’m fond  

pen thet pen no ait’s  

                                                           

( )Better English pronunciation-j.D.O, connor-1992-91                

Learning teaching The Essential Guide to English Language teaching 
EDITION by jim scrivener/2011/277

( )Better English pronunciation-j.D.O, connor-1992-92                 

Learning teaching The Essential Guide to English Language teaching 
EDITION by jim scrivener/2011/277



 
 

 

 
  

  
  

  

Cairo fromand  to I travel 

give him mustyou  

 

at end of the sentence andDon’t put  

  

Strong 
form

Weak 
form

word
Strong formWeak formWord 

wI:wiWeDu:dDo

nd
n          
ə

anddʌzdəzDoes

hImImhimddʃShould
 

Do /d/ -    /du:/
/d/              Do you like fish?

/ du:/                               doYes I  - 
Does- /dəz/ -  /dʌz/ 
Does she like ice cream?       /dəz/ 

z/ʌ/d                        .Yes, she does 
We - /wi/    /wI:/ 
We can't go                         /wi/ 
Shall we?                            /wI:/ 

/im/    /hIm/him 
He asked him to go             /Im/ 

Yes, but you know him   /hIm 

                                                           

( )Learning teaching The Essential Guide to English Language 

teaching EDITION by jim scrivener/2011/277
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 يهحىظت هايت
a 

–e -i –o- u  :

a  fat 

fateI in  

ice cream



 
 

 

 
  

  
  

  

 انفروق بين انعربيت والانجهيسيتانفصم انخانج :

 المستىي انفىَىنىجي:-1

Accent

Accent

Accent
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المستىي المىرفىنىجي أو انصـرفي -2

 ُحىي:المستىي ان-3



 
 

 

 
  

  
  

  

 المستىي انعروضي:-4

                                                           

( )
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import

record
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 الخاتمت
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ئى         ئىئۆ  ئۆ   ئۈ  ئۈ  ئې  ئې  ئې  ئۇئە  ئو  ئو  ئۇ  ئەچ  ٹ ٹ
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