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The effectiveness of place in the narrative discourse

The letter of Muhyi al-Din ibn Abd al-Zahir in the

conquest of Caesarea 675 AH as a model
Mohamed Hashem Abdel Salam Mohamed

Department of Arabic Literature, Faculty of Dar Al Uloom, Fayoum University,
Arab Republic of Egypt .
Email: mohamedhashem@yahoo.com

Abstract

The novel mainly depends on the narrative and so does the
letter. In the letter, the narrative plays a major role in its poetic
formation. In Mohey Al-Deen Ibn Abdul- Dhahir's letter to Al-
Dhahir Beebars congratulating him on conquering Caesarea, the
narrative shapes an important aspect as it depicts the whole
invasion exposing the reader to its suspense, conflict, and the
rhetorical value as well. In addition, it contributes significantly to
connecting the events and so shaping their sequence and

evolution .

In Ibn Abdul-Dhahir's letter, the space is mainly regarded,
especially that it helps remarkably in composing the other
narrative elements which, in turn, react with it. Hence, this
research aims at studying the space in the letter and its major
role in relation to the other elements of the narrative.
Henceforth, it is divided into three topics: Space and Events,
Space and Characters, and Space and Time. It has to be
mentioned that this research before that sheds light on the nature
of the relationship between the writer and the society as well as
the influence on the surroundings on him. Moreover, it refers in
detail to the literary uniqueness of the letter in terms of its poetic
significance besides its historical function.

Keywords: narration, message, Caesarea, place, time.
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