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Counterfeiting of Mamluk State Official
Correspondence in Egypt and the Levant
(648-923 A.H/ 1250-1517 A.D)

Abstract:

This study accounts for a number of cases of correspondence
counterfeiting in Egypt and the Levant. The cases show a change in
the texts of the official correspondences in the Mamluk State - e.g,
administrative, political, military, scientific and financial documents.
Moreover, the study provides details on the names of the
counterfeiters and their accomplices, the Mamluk Sultan who was in
power at the time of the counterfeit incident, the reasons for
counterfeiting, the places and dates of the incidents, and the types of
punishment imposed on the counterfeiters as recorded in the historical
sources during the Mamluk age. However, apart from a brief mention
of some legislative evidence (as a measuring tool) to prove the
counterfeit charges in general, it is not within the scope of this study
to refer to false witnesses in court cases, moon sighting, or verbal
testimonies. This is due to the decline of the administrative system in
the Islamic State at the start of the Islamic legislative system. It should
also be noted that the study only includes, but is not limited to, some
sample cases of correspondence counterfeiting in Egypt and the
Levant.

Keywords: counterfeit, Mamluks, publication, squares,
legislations.
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