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Abstract

Analysis of the Sonata for Violin and Piano
by Abdullah EI-Masri

The Lebanese young composer, Dr. Abdullah EI-Masri, has achieved his presence
on the Arab and international music scene as his works were performed in many Arab and
European countries.

The research presents the author’s style of writing music, his way of distributing the
roles between the instruments exploiting as much as he could of performance techniques,
and expressive dynamics. The research analyses his sonata for Violin and Piano, which he
wrote in 1985 during the Lebanese civil war. This work embodied the sadness and sorrow
experienced by the Lebanese people during the war but ended with joy at the end of the war
and hope for a bright future. The composer’s distinct way of dealing with the melodic,
rhythmic, and harmonic texture reflects the spirit of the Lebanese music and the momentum
of its rhythms; thus, his music language sounded oriental, despite its affiliation with the
music language of the twentieth century. The research ends with some performance
guidelines, followed by presentation of the results and recommendations.
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