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Keywords: family, pandemic, quarantine, Covid-19, social relationships.

Abstract: This study aims to identify, in the opinion of mothers, the effects of the
covid-19 pandemic and quarantine on the social relationships of family members

in Riyadh, and their differences according to some independent variables.

The sample consists of 600 mothers living with their husbands and children in Riyadh.
This study used a questionnaire and social survey method.

Main findings: The majority of the sample agreed on some positive effects of the
pandemic on family members, including increased communication, increased
involvement in collective activities, and increased harmony during family gatherings.
Among negative effects, feeling of social isolation ranked first (47% agreed and 41%
somehow agreed). Some negative effects are reported in low percentages, but are still
important due to their influence on families’ lives, including a spouse desire for
divorce, a spouse desire to leave the house, and physical violence from mother towards
children.

More positive social effects were claimed in Saudis compared to Non-Saudis, more in
the age category of 50 to under 60 compared to other age categories, and more in
people whose marriage years are 25+ years compared to people with marriage years of
less than 15 years.
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