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Abstract

The Utilization of Arab Magam in Jazz Music within Chord-scale
System

Arab magam is a great resource by which performers can enhance their
improvisations and provides them with oriental flavor. The combine of Arab magam
within chord-scale theory in jazz, creates mutual twofold benefit: the first, is the great
number of tonalities which could be available for musicians to preference between them
while improvising, the second, is the globalization of Arab magam and consequently
Arab music in general.

The paper examined the relation between the fundamental Arab magams and their
families which contain first and second relationships, and on the other hand, the tertian
harmony in jazz. The results were very wealthy with three magams as tonal alternatives
for major seventh chord, eleven for minor seventh, seven for dominant seventh, four for
half-diminished, and five for full-diminished. The tones of each magam categorized into
three functions chord tones, extension tones, and avoid tones. Finally, a Tahmila was
notated after it had improvised by the researchers and performers using the resulted
variety of Arab magams.
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