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Method of Playing the Composition “Full Moon” on Qanun and
Deduction of Guiding Exercises

Qanun is one of the most important and oldest oriental instruments that
represent the Arab entity of oriental music. In addition, it has a significant role in oriental
orchestra and in Arab bands in general. As for its place, it is in the middle of the oriental
orchestra. Regarding its artistic stature, it has a basic and pioneering role in Arab music as
it is used to perform solos such as solos before the ballad and those accompanying the
singer while singing the ballad. Moreover, ganun is used for solos in many performances
accompanying the orchestra. Therefore, in the past, it was called the law of tune.

Qanun is characterized by its wide chromatic range that consists of three octaves
and a complete fifth interval. It has a unique method of playing as it is played by both
hands together. Therefore, it has a wide range that allows performing more than one
melody at the same time. It is used for performing harmonic intervals that enrich artistic
works. Existence of automatic and lyric compositions has made it necessary to analyze
these works in terms of playing to find out guiding methods for playing this instrument and
for overcoming the difficulties in pieces of music.

Mohamed Abdel Wahab was a lyrical and musical phenomenon who combined
originality and modernism. He was the connection between composers of the first half of
the twentieth century and those of the second half. Moreover, he was one of the top
composers who were interested in automatic music composition, particularly free pieces of
music. Mohamed Abdel Wahab presented more than 80 automatic compositions that
considerably contributed to development of Arab automatic melodies. Mohamed Abdel
Wahab composed a piece of music entitled “Kamar 14” meaning “Full Moon” in 197A as
Nagwa Fouad asked him to do so. The dance and the music were successful at that time. It
was the first piece of music to be composed especially for a dancer. The researcher studied
and analyzed it trying to find modern pieces of music that are similar in its composition to
Arab music forms and that require playing skills to introduce them in the curricula. Hence,
this is the research problem.
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