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ABSTRACT

Experiments were carried out sweet pepper variety "Polo Wonder" during two
successive seasons 2001 and 2002 at Fayoum governorate to evaluate the efficacy of
some compounds as safe alternative compunds against the two spotted spider mite,
Tetranychus arabicus Attiah.

Results indicated that among the seven tested atternatives, the highest percent
of reduction in mite moving stages were recorded with Vertimec followed by Vabcomic
which gave more than 85 % percent reduction (82,93 & 88.64 and 87.80 & 86.24) ali
over the two tested years, 2001 & 2002, respectively. Sulfofine came the least in
this respect with about 70 % reduction (70.15 & 69.91) in mite population in the two
respective years. The rest tested materials were moderate in their effect. -

INTRODUCTION

Vegetable crops sheiter several mite species, some of which are
phytophagous causing qualitative and quantitative reduction in the vyield
allover the world (Abdel-Salam et al., 1880). They could induce a pronounced
effect on the vegetable plants. Among these injurious mites, Tefranychus
arabicus Attiah is considered the most injurious phytophagous mite on
solanaceous piants especially eggplant and pepper. It feeds on the plant sap
causing serious damage according to the degree of infestation. At the end of
growing season in case of severe infestation, mite individuals were also
found infesting pepper fruits. It is also the most abundant species on leaves
of vegetable plants in both open field and plastic houses.

For several decades ago, chemical acaricides were the only tools used.
for s uppressing mite p opulation o n v egetables and other field crops ( Atalla
and Farrag, 1969; Atalla ef al, 1969, and Atalla et al., 19702 & b). It is
emphasized that the indiscriminate use of insecticides gave rise to adverse
consequences such as development of resistance, persistence of residues in
food, emergence of new and secondary pests, destructive of beneficial
organisms, human toxication and environmental health problems, in addition,
to its greater expense, testifies that new approaches to insect control are
urgently needed. One of the most promising approaches is the use of new
alternative chemicals safe to environment and in the same time effective
against the destructive mites.

The present study was carried out to determine the efficacy of some
materials other than acaricides on the the two-spotted spider mite, 7.
arabicus infesting pepper plants at Fayoum Governorate, during 2001 and
2002 summer growing seasons.
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MATERIALS AND METHODS

Two experiments were conducted during the summer growing season
of pepper plants of 2001 and 2002 seasons at Fayoum Governorate to
evaluate the efficacy of some alternative chemicals against T. arabicus. For
this purpose, in both years, an area of about half of feddan was cultivated
with the sweet pepper variety "Polo Wonder". The nursery were transplanted
to the permanent area on 10th and 13th July in 2001 and 2002 seasons,
respectively. In both years, the cultivated area was divided into 32 plots each
of about 100 square meters. Four plots were used for each treatment
including the check treatment which sprayed only with water. The complete
randomized block design was used in this respect. Chemicals used are :

1- Vertimec (abamectin) 1.8 % EC [a mixture containing a minimum 80 %
avermectin B,a (5-O-demethyl-avermectin A,a) and a maximum of 20 %
avermectin B,b (5-O-demethyl-25-de-(1-methylpropyl-25-(1-methy!)
avermectin A,a.] at a rate of 40 mI/100 lit. if water.

2- Cascade 10 % DC (flufenoxuron) (an insect growth regulator compound)
at rate of 50 ml/100 lit. of water.

3- Vabcomic (abamectin) 1.8 % EC, at a rate of 40 ml/100 lit. of water.

4- Biosect (32 x 106 spore/ml) (bio-fungicide) at rate of 2 lit./100 lit. of water.

5- Triology (oil extracted from neem trees, Azadirachta indica) at the rate of 2
it./100 lit. of water.

6- Admiral 10 % (pyriproxyfen) (insect growth regulator) at the rate of 75
mi/100 lit. water.

7- Sulfofine 98 % dust (sulfur) at the rate with 10 kg/feddan.

Spraying was carried out by means of a back motor sprayer using 200
liters of water per feddan and in the case of sulfofine 98 % hand duster was
used.. Chemical application was carried out once, two weeks after
transplanting, on 25th and 28th July in the two seasons, respectively.

Samples were taken at random from each plot by collecting thirty
pepper leaflets; ten from the lower part, ten from the middle and ten from the
upper part of the plants. Both leaflerts surfaces were examined for mite
moving s tages at the laboratory using an stereomicroscope. Samples were
taken just before spray and five times afterwards at 2, 7, 14, 21 and 28 days.
Percentages of reduction in mite population were estimated according to
Henderson and Tilton equation (1955).

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The effects of seven alternative compounds tested against the red
spider mite, T. arabicus on pepper plants at Fayoum Governorate, during
2001 and 2002 summer growing seasons are shown in Tables (1 & 2).

In 2001 season, data in Table (1) revealed that Vertimec 1.8 % EC at
rate of 40 cc/100 lit. water was the most effective compound in reducing mite
population with an average percentage reduction of 92.93 %. The lowest
average reduction percentages was with Sulfofine 98 % dust treatment at the
rate of 10 kg/fed. (70.15 %). The average percentages reduction in mite
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population of the rest materials were 87.80, 78.88, 77.02, 74.99 and 74.49 %
for Vabcomic 1.8 % at the rate

Table (1) : Population of mite moving stages on pepper plants variety
"Polo Wonder” before and after spraying or dusting of
some compounds and percentage of reduction during
2001 summer season at Fayoum governorate.

1

Number of mite moving stages per
30 pepper leaflets

CO?;;;?: dnds 3:;3 Pre- After treatment at indicated sampling periods :
:;e:r:; h:\frs w;ek 2weeig‘3weeks 4 weeks| Mean

vert 0mi | 672 3 rE 52 81 9 5654
ertimec 100 lit, (95.09) | (94.33) | (93.35) | (92.85) | (89.33) | (92.93)
50 mV 114 | 124 | 176 | 184 | 201 | 156.8
Cascade 100kt | %5 | (82.86) | (82.12) | (76.53) | (76.89) | (76.00) | (78.88)
) 40 ml 82 75 a3 121 143 | 988
Vabcomic 100iit. | S8 | (91.26) | (89.86) | (88.37) | (85.75) | (83.79) | (87.80)
) 200 g/ 116 | 132 | 186 | 197 | 226 1 1720
Biosect 1000t | 9% | (8222) | (80.61) | (74.32) | (75.80) | (72.16) | (77.02)
ool 2| oo 121 129 | 211 | 224 | 267 | 1904
nology {100 Iit, (82.34) | (80.93) | (71.15) | (71.15) | (66.90) | (74.49)
) 75 mil 120 | 143 | 199 | 233 | 264 | 193.6
(Admiral 101t | %% | (0.84) | (79.64) | (73.80) | (71.10) | (688.47) | (74.77)
f 10 kg/ 152 | 192 | 233 | 263 283 | 2248
JS"“""”‘* fed. | %% | 7.11) | (712.23) | (68.89) | (66.93) | (65.60) | (70.15)
[Control {(untreated) 663 684 714 772 819 853 768.4

* Values between brackets represent the percent reduction of infestation.

Table {2) : Population of mite moving stages on pepper plants variety
"Polo Wonder" before and after spraying or dusting of some
compounds and percentage of reduction during 2002
summer season at Fayoum governorate.

Number of mite moving stages per

C°Te'::’:dnds 3:;2 tPre- After treatigeﬁ?z‘:?;é?::t:t:sam pling periods -

r;?r:; hzs rs w;ek 2weeks |3 weeks |4 weeks| Mean
Vertimec Jo0n. | 873 (93“5.:;7) (91?.869) tsg.)zss) (815‘23) (6?2;.’36) (32%3,
Cascade roout | 867 (811,635) (813?38} (719??5) (725%216) (7?)?114) (3;%)
Vabeomic :80“11:{. 835 (9227) (9326) {317?112) (812(.531) (728‘.1628) (;gjég)
Biosect 2?&%37’ 861 (8?34} (633?4:5) (713?9?7) (??3%2) (720?54; (3;%21
[Triology 1%3%. 847 (811‘.550) (eggs) U%?fn (sg?:?u {5:,53?38, <§§._?7§)
Admiral Toon, | 8% (31)6?34) (7271.;5) (7%?739) 17320) (é?gt (gi‘.‘ég)
Sulfofine et | 872 (7?;5) (7%53) (6%9‘;9) 6.10) (6?530) (23%3;
Control {untreated) 853 87¢ 913 934 961 987 £34.8

* Values between brackets represent the percent reduction of infestation,
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of 40 cc/100 lit., Cascade 10 % DC at the rate of 50 cc/100 lit., Biosect at the
rate of 200 gm/100 lit., Admiral 10 % EC at the rate of 75 cc/100 lit. and
Triology at the rate of 2 1it./100 lit., respectively.

Regarding the effect of the same previous seven tested materials on
the population of T. arabicus during 2002 summer plantation of pepper plant
at Fayoum governorate, it is also found from data presented in Table (2) that
Vertimec 1.8 % EC followed by Vabcomic 1.8 % were the most promising
materials with reduction percentages averaged 88.64 and 86.24, respectively.
On the other hand, the rest materials gave nearest avergae percentages
reduction, being 77.46, 77.08, 74.73 and 74.22 % for Cascade 10 % DC,
Biosect (32 x 106 spore/ml), Admiral 10 % EC and Triology (neem oil),
respectively. Sulfofine 98 % dust came the least with average reduction
percentage of 69.91 %.

Data from the abovementioned results, of the two seasons, revealed
that Vertimec 1.8 % EC and Vabcomic 1.8 % EC at the rate of 40 ml/100 lit.
water were the most superior alternatives against the moving stages of T
arabicus infesting pepper plantation. These results agreed with Rangel et al.
(1990), El-Enany & Zedan (1991), Baranowski (1996 & 1998), and Abdel-
Rahman & Ibrahim (2001).

Baranowski (1996) evaluated the effectiveness of abamectin
(Vertimec) for the control of adults and eggs of T. urticae. Low concentrations
(0.01-0.05 %) had high toxicity to the mite and s tated that t his preparation
was not toxic to eggs, but larvae emerging from treated eggs died within 5
days. The same author (1998) stated that preparation Vertimec 1.8 % EC
(0.05 %) (abamectin) was highly .effective against T. urticae on
chrysanthemum cv. Veria in the green house in Poland, with no phytotoxic
effects. Antonin et al. (1997) showed that abamectin (Vertimec) produced
good results in the summer plantation against mite population.

Results of Cascade 10 % EC on the moving stages of T. arabicus of
the two year of study agree with those of Mothes and Seitz (1982), Perugia
et al. (1986), Inglesfield et al. (1987), El-Atrouzy et al. (1989) and Lee et al.
(1989) who declared that Cascade 10 % DC gave high efficiency on the
immature stages of mite species.

From the abovementioned results, it could be useful to recommend the
use of these materials as alternatives for the chemical recommended
acaricides to avoid their harmful results on the environment
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