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Critical analysis of the problem of free will and
consciousness in relation to material reality in Searle’s
work.

Dr. Nashwa Salah Eldin Mohamed Mouharam.
Lecturer of Modern and Contemporary Philosophy, Faculty of Arts,
Ain Shams University.

Abstract:

The study examines the problem of the free will in the
work of the philosopher of mind John Searle as a problem that
is currently impossible to solve. Searle argues that the
assertions that are based on our experience that free will is an
actual event, and modern scientific assertions about the
determinism of all real events as irreconcilable opposites. The
study explores the relationship between freedom of the will
and conscious, which Searle ontologically associates with the
material processes of the brain. It shows that free will for
Searle is a conscious choice that cannot be causally explained.
This is what Searle calls a gap between what we know are
reasons for action, and the decision to act itself. Also we will
explain in this research his analytic critiques to other trends in
philosophical and scientific explanations. We further
introduce his contribution on freedom of will in relation to
other primary concepts in his philosophy like: determinism,
consciousness, ego, amongst others. Finally, this study
critiques Searle’s theory on free will in relation to materialist
reality, showing contradictions in his analysis of determinism
on one side, and his inclusion of consciousness within bran
neurological processes on the other.

Key words: conscious— free will- determinism— sufficient
cause
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