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The Mthodology of Documentation for Imam Al- Zaila'i (died in 762 A. H.)
An applied Study of his Book (Nassb al- rayah li- Ahadeeth al- hedyah)

By: Sameh Abdallah Abdul- Qawi Metwally
Department of Hadith

Faculty of Osoul EI- deen in Cairo

Azhar University

Abstract

This research aims at displaying the methodological precision followed by
scholars of Hadith criticism since the early presence of this art. The research has
considered clear landmarks upon which the pillars of the critical work have
relied; the most important of which is collcting the methods and narrations since
it was said that the field whose methods have not been collected. their errors

have not been shown. Accordingly. the art of documentation is considered the
key of collecting the methods and without it. the process of collecting and

comparing narrations cannot be fulfilled. Documentation is also a science that
relies mainly upon practical practice. One of the pioneering figures of this art
was Imam Al-Zaila'ic May Allah have mercy on him. whose book Nassb al-

rayah li- Ahadeeth al- hedyah (Installing the Banner of Hadith Guidance) has
become a reference up till the present day. Therefore. the researcher intends to

clarify the methodology of documentation of Imam Al- Zaila'i to originate the
rules of documentation. its foundations and highlighting its interest in verifying

the narrations. studying their series of transmission showing their weaknesses.

Such process would lead to the integration of the pillars of Hadith criticism and
achieve the main objective of Hadith sciences in all their constituents that
differentiate the accepted Hadiths from the rejected ones. The research applies
the inductive approach to help shaping its methodology of documentation and
clarify the rules of documenting transmission and the text together. Moreover.

the research intends to make its precise methodolgy of judging Hadith clear.
Finally. all these aspects lead to the completion of the critical process which

differentiates the accepted narrations from the defected ones.
Keywords: documentation. Al- Zaila'ic installing the banner. narrations.

transmissions. weaknesses.
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