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The Language of Dialouge in the Saudi Novel

By: Mai Bint Mohammed Al- Sakaker

Departmnt of Arabic

Faculty of Arabic Language and Social Studies

Qassim University

Abstract

This research demonstrates the language in selected Saudi novels. This selection

includes four novels; (satr) (concealment) by Raga’a Alem, (Al- Asfoureya)
(Insane Asylum) by Ghazi Al- Gosaibi, (Mudon Ta’kul Al- Ush’b) (Cities that
eat Grass) by Abdou Khal and (Ghawassou Al- Ahgaf) (Th Divers of Wind-
curved Sandhills) by Amal Al- Varan. The importance of this research lies
beyond manifesting how the novelist writes the dialogues of his characters and
in which language he inserts those dialogues. The research applies the
constructive approach relying on the theories of its forerunners such as Todorov
and Gérard Genette. Th research tackles the language of dialogue from four
perspectives; the first is the convergence and divergence in between the
language of dialogue and that of narration whereas the second handles
establishing the dialogue relying on poetry. Th third chapter considers the
philosophy of topics in (Al- Asfoureya) (Insane Asylum) and its impact upon
poetry. Generally, the research tries to amplify the depth of the language of
dialogue in the Saudi novel, the particularity of handling this issue, making use
of those energies to achieve the creativity of the fictional text and utilizing its
potential to display the social, cultural and psychological aspects. The research
concludes with the findings. For example, while writing the dialogue, the
novelist seems to be torn between the entity of the speaker and that of the
recipient. He yearns for being a creative so that he can write a kind of dialogue
which can achieve his creative objectives, but he is obliged to consider
unavoidable abominable terms and conditions of real writings. The research has
clarified the reality of the language of the characters and the poetics of the
literary work which leaves behind prints of the forerunners. Hence, all these
matters show that the dialogue is a kind of new production which has its novelty
and its particularity, the issue of the relationship in between the language
utilized in the dialogue within the fictional text in the language of narrative since
the novel is related to a certain approach. The approach of realism, to which
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three of the mentioned above novels are related, lets the characters talk only in
their private language on the stage. This matter drives the author into a very
critical situation as he is torn between the standard and slangy language. If he
relies on the standard model, he would violate the reality of his characters and
their standard of language. In addition, there is no need to have characters of the
standard and if the relies on the second approach, he would be criticized
severely, being accused of abolishing Arabic and has taken his work away from
the sphere of fine literature.

Keywords: dialogue, the language of dialogue, narration, the poetic language.
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