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Abstract:

This study aimed to determine the reasons that motivate street
vendors to shift to this activity, determine their social and cultural
characteristics in Saudi society, and identify the obstacles they face
in public places and on the sides of the roads. To achieve these
goals, as tools for the study, the researcher used the social survey
method using direct observation, interview, and questionnaire. The
study was applied to a random sample of street vendors in the
Qassim region in the cities (Buraydah, Unayzah, Ar-Rass, and Al-
Mithnab). The study resulted in several significant results: One of
the main reasons that prompted street vendors to pursue this activity
Is the preference to practice the profession of street selling rather
than sitting at home, taking advantage of free time, and financial
difficulties situations. Also, most street vendors believe that selling
on the sidewalks is not commensurate with their social status and
that it affects their relationship with their families. Some of them see
it as the reason for their difficulties in building new social
relationships outside their families. The results also revealed that the
most prominent obstacles facing street vendors in public places are
lousy weather, unstable prices, and the resort to concealing their
identity from relatives.

The researcher recommended the need to work on creating
regulations and laws regulating the work of street vendors and
improving the treatment of municipality employees with them. It is
necessary to work on providing reasonable prices for the goods of
street vendors to reduce losses, educating the community about the
nature and appreciation of their work, directing families to care,
interact and appreciate their role, as well as directing shop owners
not to harass them during their work.
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