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EXTENSION KNOWLEDGE NEEDS OF WHEAT FARMERS IN
THREE GOVERNORATES BELONGING TO RIYADH REGION
IN SAUDI ARABIA

Shaker, M. H. Z. and M.S. Al- Sakran

Rural Extension and Rural Society Dept., Fac. of Agric. King Saud Univ.,
El-Ryad, Saudi Arabia

ABSTRACT

The main objectives of this study were to: (1) Recognizing the
knowledge need level of respondent farmers regarding wheat recommended
practices. (2) Recognizing the independent variables that affect knowledge
need degrees of respondent farmers concerning wheat recommended
practices. (3) Recognizing the agricultural services presented to wheat
farmers by the agricultural staff in the research area. (4) Recognizing the
constraints of wheat production and marketing facing respondent farmers
from their point of view.

Shakraa, Al-Kharj and Al-Aflag governorates in Riyadh region were
selected. Wheat cultivated area, wheat production and the number of wheat
farmers in 1419 H. were the main criteria for that selection. One village was
chosen from each governorate according to the same criteria. A random
sample amounted to 92 respondents was chosen representing 10% at least
from the total wheat farmers in the selected three villages. Data were
collected by personal interviews using a pretested questionnaire in
December, 1999. Simple correlation coefficient, multiple correlation and
regression analysis (Step-Wise) and means were used to analyze data
statistically, in addition to frequencies and percentages.

The results of this study revealed that:

The knowledge need level of wheat respondents was high regarding
the symptoms of wheat pests. This level was moderate concerning
chemical fertilization, seeds quantity and land preparation. But the
knowledge need level was considered relatively low for the rest
recommended practices.

From multiple correlation and regression analyses, six variables
significantly affected the total knowledge need degrees of respondents
(41.80%). They were: degree of respondent education, degree of
satisfaction with wheat economic net income, number of family members,
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degree of exposure to information sources about wheat crop, number of
family members working in agriculture and degree of agricultural services
availability to wheat farmers.

Five agricultural services were offered to wheat farmers by the
agricultural staff in the research area. The respondents mentioned them
with percentages ranged from 3.26% to 17.39%. The major services
were as follows: informing farmers with the proper techniques of
implementing wheat recommended practices (17.39%), controlling wheat
pests (13.04%) and diagnosing insects and diseases infection (6.52%).

Ten constraints facing wheat production and marketing from
respondents points of view were mentioned with percentages ranged
from 2.17% to 28.26%. The major constraints were as follows: high costs
of transportation (28.26%), farmers do not get their financial rights from
wheat silos on time (19.56%), low capacity of wheat silos (15.22%),
widespread of wheat weeds (10.87%) and lack of wheat stores (9.78%).

Based on the results of this study, the needs of respondent farmers
regarding wheat recommended practices should be considered in planning
and implementing an extension program to improve the productivity of wheat
crop in the research area. On the other hand, the production and marketing
constraints should be considered by the extension staff to help wheat farmers
to find the proper solutions for overcoming them.
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