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The Religious and Metaphysical Origins:

« The Kojiki Text as an Example »
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Abstract
Like other cultures that concern themselves with a sacred heritage, the
Japanese culture had to deal with the problem of controlling the relationship
between its heritage and the perceptions and knowledge coming from the
Asian continent or the colonial West, whereas the latter regarded its ports as
an important station for the movement of global trade. Despite the numerous
attempts to achieve this, it must be noted that most of such attempts have
created different forms of conflict, each of which seeks to displace the
other.If the situation that Japan has witnessed for the relationship between
the inherited and the foreign has always been linked to the nature of the
discourse of power, which must be harmonized and responded to in order for
political unity to be achieved, then this leads to the assumption that the base
according to which this changing relationship is formed can be linked to a
tireless questto create a cultural structure that roots for the differentiation of
the dynasty that inhabits the Empire of the Rising Sun, in a manner that
achieves its self-sufficiency and exclusivity. Thus, the value of the Kojiki
text lies not only in that it reveals the controversy between the foreign and
the inherited, thus creating a cultural that was able to uniquely digest all the
diversity, but also in crystallizing a system of values, capable of dealing with
the disturbances resulting from the changes happening in reality in the
20™century.
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— Kuroda Toshio: Shinto in the History of Japanese Religion, trans by: James C. Dobbins
and Suzanne Gay.
www.univie.ac.at/rel-jap/k/images/0/03/kuroda_1981.Pdf.

- Dr. Sokyo Ono: Shinto: Way of Kami, Singapore, 1962, pp. 19-21.
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— Emi Joanne Foulk: The Jeweled Broom and the Dust of the World: Keichu, Motoori
Norinage and Kokugaku in Early Modern Japan, Los Angeles, 2016, pp. 128-135.

— A translation of the Kojiki or " Records of Ancient Matters ", by: Basil Hall, Japan 1919,
pp. 14-17.
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(*) Kurode Toshio: Shinto in the History of Japanese Religion, op. cit.,

- Jodeph M. Kitagawq: Japanese Religion, In: The Religious Traditions of Asia: Religion,
History and Culture, London, 2002.
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Fujiyo Hamabe: the concept of kami in Shintoism and its Influence on Japanese Ethics and
Aesthetics, academia. edu/27787358/The concept of kami in shintoism and its Influence
on Japanese Ethics and Aesthetics by Fujiyo Hamabe
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(°) Motohisa Yamakage: The Essence of Shinto, Japan's Spiritual Heart, trans by: Mineko S.
Gillespie and Others, London 2006, pp. 132, 133.
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(*"Y W. G. Aston C. M. G.: Shinto: The Ancient Religion of Japan, London, 2017.
www.library.um.edu.mo/ebooks/b283bolo2.pdf.
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(**) Motohisa Yamakage: The Essence of Shinto, Japan's Spiritual Heart, Op. Cit., pp. 19-42.
(") Jose M. Kitagawo: Japanese Religion, Op. Cit.
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- James W. Heisig and Others: Japanese Philosophy, A source Book: edited by: James W.

Heisig and Others, University of Hawai Press 2011, pp. 457-460.

(**) Japanese Philosophy,

Encyclopedia.com/humanities/encyclopedia-almanacs-Tramscripts-and-maps/Japanese-
philosoply
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- Isomae Junichi: Deconstructing Japanese Religion, A Historical Survey, Japanese
Journal of Religious Studies 32/2:235-248
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- Joseph M. Kitagawa: Japanese Religion, Op. Cit.
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) Fujiyo Hamabe: the concept of kami in Shintoism and its Influence on Japanese Ethics

and Aesthetics, Op. Cit.,
(**) Motohisa Yamakage: The Essence of Shinto, Japan's Spiritual Heart, op. cit., pp. 43-57.
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Marcin Lisieck: Myth and mythologization in Ideology and Politics. The Mythdogization of
Japanese Identity in the Meiji Period
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— Masaharu Anesaki: History of Japanese Religion with special Reference to the Social
and Moral life of the Nation, Japan 1923, pp. 13-15.
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— Fujiyo Hamabe: the concept of kami in Shintoism and its Influence on Japanese Ethics
and Aesthetics, op. cit.
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