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The Sacred Association of Itinerant Athletes Dedicated to
Heracles

By: Marwa Gamal Mahfouz

Abstract:

Athletes in the Roman Empire sought to form themselves into an
association that guaranteed them rights and privileges, and pursued
their own interests, and sometimes even worked to create their own
festivals and celebrations, and they had an administrative body
consisting of a group of distinguished athletes, and they achieved
many international and local championships, and helped The athletes
managed their affairs and practiced their profession without
difficulties, and as a result of the special importance of that
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association, the Roman emperors sought to control it by appointing
the president of the sports federation, and providing him with material
and moral support. The League played a crucial role in the imperial
period in maintaining sports relations, and its task was to ensure the
attendance of competitors in individual competitions by contracting
with them. With the collapse of the Olympic Games, the sports
federation collapsed, but it continued to be referred to in Italy and
Egypt until the fourth century AD.

Keywords: Heracles, Athletes, Sports, Association, Rome, Egypt.
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! Percy Edward Newberry, Beni Hasan, part 1, 30-34, plate. 14, 15, 16; part 2,
plate. 17(London: Trubner & Company, 1893); Wolfgang Decker, Sports and
?ames of ancient Egypt, (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1992), 78-79.
Decker, Sports and games, 87- 88 and fig. 58.

¥ Norman de Garis Davies, The Rock Tombs of EI-Amarna, Part IV. The Tombs of
Penthu, Mahu and Others, (London: Institute of Fine Arts Library, 1906), plate.
20-21; William Stevenson Smith, History of Egyptian Sculpture and Painting in
the Old Kingdom, (Boston: Oxford University Press, 1948), 304-306; Kamal
Saleh Abdou, "Sport and Games in Ancient Egypt”, (PhD, Indiana University,
1961), 171.
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* Strabo, Geography, 17, 1. 31; Jean Delorme, Gymnasion, étude sur les
monuments consacrés a l'éducation en Grece, des origines a I'Empire romain,
(Paris: E. de Boccard, 1960), 11-12; Ludwig Koenen, Eine agonistische Inschrift
aus Agypten und frihptolemiische Konigsfeste, (Meisenheim am Glan: Hain,
1977), 29; Decker, Sports and games, 79-80.
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documentation papyrologique grecque, (Louvanii: Centre National de la
Recherche Scientifique, 1993), 224-225.

® Sofie Remijsen, "Greek Sport in Egypt Status Symbol and Lifestyle”, in: A
Companion to Sport and Spectacle in Greek and Roman Antiquity, by Paul
Christesen, Donald Kyle, (Chichester: Wiley Blackwell, 2014), 359.
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 Thomas, Fétes d'Egypte ptolémaique et romaine, 225; Mary Taliaferro
Boatwright, Hadrian and the cities of the Roman empire, (Princeton: Princeton
University Press, 2018), 95, n. 52.
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0°3B. 111, 6222, I. 27 = P. Feste. 81(310 A.D.), A]v 0 8pa otiyéprov Avodv ko
ékatov ypvod, Thomas, Fétes d'Egypte ptolémaique et romaine, 225; Sofie =
=Remijsen, "The So-Called Crown-Games: Terminology and Historical Context
of the Ancient Categories for Agones”, ZPE 177(2011), 102.

1 Francoise Perpillou-Thomas, “Artistes et athlétes dans les papyrus grecs
d'Egypte”, ZPE 108(1995), 241- 251.

121G. V2, 118 = syll*. 1080, col. ii, II. 12-15(190/170 B.C.); Jack Lindsay, Leisure
and Pleasure in Roman Egypt, (London: Barnes & Noble, 1965), 157.

B3 p.Oxy. XXVII, 2476, 1. 2, n. 2(289 A.D.); XIV, 1676, r, |. 36(3 A.D.); OGIS.
51, col. ii, I. 56; CIG. 3082, I. 3; Liddell & Scott. S.V. cvvaywviotig; Michael
Ivanovitch Rostovtzeff and Peter Marshall Fraser, The social and economic
history of the Roman Empire, I, (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1957), 643, 1085;
William Woodthorpe Tarn, Guy Thompson Griffith, Hellenistic civilisation,
(Cleveland: World Pub. Co, 1961), 115; Sofie Remijsen, The end of Greek
athletics in late Antiquity, (Cambridge: New York: Cambridge University Press,
2015), 233.
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Jur.Pap.31= P. Feste 97(212 A.D.); P. Oxy. I, Hels. 25 = Pap.Agon. 4, |. 22(264
A.D.); BGU. IV, 1093, Il. 18-19(265 A.D.); CPH. 67, Il = Stud.Pal. V, 76, Il =
SPP. V, 76 I, I. 5(262-269 A.D.); P. Oxy. I. 59 = P. Lond. llI, 753, I. 12(292
A.D.); Ephesos. 272 = 1.Eph 3005, II. 6-10.
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Macmillan and Company, 1910), 174-6.
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22 Vitruvius, on Architecture, 5, 11. 4; 1G. 112, 2193.
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28 TAM. V2, 1097; Remijsen, The end of Greek athletics in late antiquity, 238.

2% Suetonius, the Life of Augustus, 45. 3, Athletis et Conservavit Privilegia et
Ampliavit; Johnson, Roman Egypt, 398, no. 525; Lindsay, Leisure and Pleasure,
158.
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0P, Lond. 111, 1178, Il. 8-15(200-212 A.D.).
1P, Lond. 111, 1178, II. 16-31(200-212 A.D.).
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2. p. Lond. NI, 1178, Il. 32-36(200-212 A.D.); Av[tokpérop Kaicap]
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1G. V1, 669; VI, 699; XIV, 1109 -1110; I. Eph., IV, 1089, 1155.
*1G, X1V, 1054 = IGUR. I, 235.
% pleket, "Some aspects of the history of the athletic guilds”, 226.
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el Al Ol Jsa Ay lily A1 A1 e el
Maria Letizia Caldelli, "Curia athletarum, iera xystike synodos e organizzazione
delle terme a Roma", ZPE, 93(1992) 75-77
% 1G. XIV, 1052 = IGUR. 1, 26; X1V, 1058 = IGUR. I, 242; CIL. VI, 10154;
% Edward Norman Gardiner, Athletics of the Ancient World, (oxford: Clarendon
Press 1930), 107-109; Forbes, "Ancient athletic guilds”, 244; Lindsay, Leisure
and Pleasure, 157-159.
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IGUR. 246 = 1G. XIV, 956 B, 1. 6; CIL, VI, 10153= 1G. XIV, 1106 = IGUR. I,
245,
“01G. XIV, 1109 = IGUR. 1, 237; IGUR. Il, 235-263.
*1G. X1V, 1105 = IGUR. 1, 243; Forbes, "Ancient athletic guilds", 244 and n. 45;
Lindsay, Leisure and Pleasure, 158.
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“2p. Lond. 111, 1178, 1. 15, 28, 31(200-212 A.D.); IG, XIV, 747; Forbes, "Ancient
athletic guilds", 244 and n. 46.

* Sardis’. 1, 79 = IGRR. VI, 1519 = IAG, 84.

* CIG, 8561, iepd Evotiky Avraviavi Dopdav) eboepr Zefactii 6Hvodoc.

*> Codex lustinianus, 10, 54. 1; P.Oxy. I, 59 = P. Lond. III, 753(292 A.D.); P.
Lips. I, 44(324-337 A.D.); Silvia Strassi, "P.Oxy. I, 59: scriba o logographos?”,
ZPE 88(1991), 109-117.
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BMus. Inscr (GMIB), 111, 615, 1. 16; 1G, X1V, 1055, col. ii, II. 1If, CIG. 2758.
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= P. Lond, Ill, 1178, Il. 22f(200 - 212 A.D.); CIG, 2758; IG, X1V, 1103, 1105,
1107, 1109, 1110; BMus.Inscr, IV, 794; IGRR, III, 61; TAM, 11, 496; IVO. 436,
469.
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P.Oxy. LXXIX, 5210, n. 2(3" or 4™ cent. A.D.); IG. 14, 747, |. 6; Golden, Sport
from A to Z, 128-129; Patrick Gouw, Griekse atleten in de Romeinse keizertijd (31
v. Chr. - 400 n. Chr.), (Amsterdam: Vossiuspers UVA, 2009), 23 — 26, 123-126.
“8p. Lond. 111, 1178, 1. 50 - 65, 66-83(200-212 A.D.).

*p. Lond. 111, 1178, II. 50 - 57(200-212 A.D.).

0P Lond. 11, 1178, II. 58, 59(200-212 A.D.).

>Lp. Lond. 11, 1178, Il. 50 — 57(200-212 A.D.).

*2 P, Lond. 11, 1178, II. 58(200-212 A.D.).
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>3 Forbes, "Ancient athletic guilds", 247.

>4 SB. X, 10493, I. 6(228 A.D.); P.Oxy. VI, 1050, col. i, I. 7(100-299 A.D.).

> IGUR. I. 249 = SEG. XIV. 613; Lindsay, Leisure and Pleasure, 162.

0 pgl, 111, 236, col. r, Il. 1, 16, col. v, II. 38-39(260-325 A.D.).

" P, Lond. 11, 1178, II. 55, 78f(200-212 A.D.); IG, XIV, 1102.

P, Lond. 111, 1178, Il. 51-54(200-212 A.D.); IGRR, IV, 1519; IG, XIV, 1105.
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Gouw, Griekse atleten in de Romeinse, 137- 153..
%0 Caldelli, "Curia athletarum, iera xystike synodos", 79.
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%2p, Lond. 11, 1178, Il. 60 - 63(200-212 A.D.); 1G, XIV, 1109.
%P, Lond. 111, 1178, I. 62(200-212 A.D.).
%P, Lond. 111, 1178, Il. 64, 65(200-212 A.D.)
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65 Gardiner, Athletics of the Ancient, 110.
% Forbes, "Ancient athletic guilds", 249.
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Codex Theodosianus, 13. 3. 8; CIL. VI, 10153 = IG. XIV, 1106; Forbes, "Ancient
athletic guilds”, 249-50.
®7 Lindsay, Leisure and Pleasure, 163.
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% P. Lond. 111, 1178, Il. 39 - 44(200 - 212 A.D.); | iepdt EvOTIKY TEPUTOMOTIKY
Adprovn) Avioviavr ZeTTovn ovvodog Tdv mtept 1oV Hpakdéa kai TOv dydviov
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P. Brit. Mus. 1178, = Sel. Pap. I, 40, n. 42(194 A.D.); 935(216-217 A.D.).

= el s 2Ol e aally
= P. Lond. 111, 1178, II. 1, 4, 41, 70, 76, 88, 92, 99(200 - 212 A.D.); Ill, 935(217
A.D.).

%P, Lond. 111, 1178, II. 51, 97(200-212 A.D.); FD. IlI}, 557; I. Ephesos. 1125; 1G.
XIV, 1105; Sardis. VII, 79 = IGRR. 1V, 1519 = IAG. 84; SEG. 55, 1056.

P Lond. 111, 1178, II. 55, 78, n. 55(200-212 A.D.); CIG. Ill, 5912; I.Porto. 16 =
IG. X1V, 916; IG. XIV, 1104 = IGUR. 239.

1P, Lond. 11, 1178, I. 56(200-212 A.D.).
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" W.Chr. 1, 156(194 A.D.); P. Lond. 11, 1178, Il. 37-38 and Introd.(200-212
A.D.).
P, Lond. 111, 1178, I. 46, n. 46(200-212 A.D.).
> CIG. 111, 5906 = IG. XIV, 1054, face. a, Il. 4-5; 111, 5907-5914; IGUR. I, 236 =
IG. X1V, 1055, face. b, I. 4.
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I.Ephesos 1084; 2007; CIL. VI, 10154; 1G. X1V, 1054 = IGUR. I, 235; IXIV,
1055 = IGUR. I, 236; XIV, 1058 = IGUR. I, 242; X1V, 1102 = IGUR. I, 240;
X1V, 1103 = IGUR. I, 241; 1104 = IGUR. |, 239; XIV, 1105 = IGUR. |, 243;
1106 = CIL. VI, 10153 = IGUR. I, 245; 1107 = IGUR. I, 244; 1109 = IGUR. I,
237; 1110 = IGUR. |, 238; CIG. Ill, 5912=1G. X1V, 1102 = X1V, 1104 = IGUR.
I, 240, Il. 4-12, 35-41; 1lI, 5914 = 1G. X1V, 1103 = IGUR. I, 239; OGIS. 486;
Caldelli, "Curia athletarum, iera xystike synodos", 75-87.
® P, Lond. 111, 1178, I. 2, n. 2(200-212 A.D.); I.Napoli. 51 = 1G. X1V, 747 = CIG,
5804 = IAG. 68 = IGRR, I, 446; CIG. Ill, 5906-5914; Onno Martien van Nijf,
"Global players: Athletes and performers in the Hellenistic and Roman World" in:
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Between Cult and Society: The cosmopolitan centres of the ancient Mediterranean
as setting for activities of religious associations and religious communities, by
Nielsen, (German: Hamburg, 2006), 232-234; Onno Martien van Nijf, "Political
games” in L’Organisation des spectacles dans le monde, Il romain, by Jocelyne
Nelis-Clément and other, (Genéve: Fondation Hardt, cop, 2011), 87, 92-93.

sl el (a5l Lagy 8 Culs e e Aladll Cilias Ladie allaiadll 138 b
P. Lond. I, 1178, n. 2(200-212 A.D.).
IG. X1V, 956, b. I. 19. realy (((7VY) ale ) e g A gyal 5ye 0SB g
" Pleket, “Some Aspects of the History of Athletic Guilds”, 197-227.
rend) llaad) 138 Jsn oyl (e a3l
Nijf, "Global players", 232-233; Nijf, "Political games", 86-87.
8P, Lond. 11, 1178, II. 84-88, n. 84(200-212 A.D.).
7 Gardiner, Athletics of the Ancient, 109.
80P Lond. 111, 1178, II. 6, 34(200-212 A.D.).

8. p. Lond. 11, 1178, Il. 84-100(200-212 A.D.).
82 V0. 436; Forbes, "Ancient athletic guilds”, 246.
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