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Abstract:

Russian forces launched a military attack on Ukraine on Febru-
ary 24, 2022, ending diplomatic efforts to resolve post-Cold War dif-
ferences between members of NATO (North Atlantic Treaty Organ-
ization) and Russia, Amid the rapidly increasing number of military
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and civilian casualties, and the destruction of infrastructure and
vital health services, the importance of international humanitarian
law as well as its protection and sanctions are timely.

To fully understand the scope of Russia's violations, it is neces-
sary to review the core elements of international humanitarian law
in the context of armed conflict, including the protection of civilians
and accountability mechanisms for violations of international hu-
manitarian law.

The international accountability of states and individuals after a
violation of international humanitarian law comes from several
sources. While the International Court of Justice, the principal judi-
cial body of the United Nations, oversees alleged violations of inter-
national humanitarian law and interstate conflicts, the International
Criminal Court has jurisdiction over war crimes, genocide, and
crimes against humanity that fall under violations of international
humanitarian law.
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1. Number of civilian casualties in Ukraine during Russia's invasion
verified by OHCHR as of June 14, 2022, Statista, (24 June 2022),
Link: https://www.statista.com/statistics/1293492/ukraine-war-
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16. Amair Zemali, Combattants et Prisonniiers des guerre en droit Is-
lamique et en droit international humanitaire, Peda, Paris, 1997,
P.519.
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