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The Great Riot of 415 in Alexandria between the 

Christians and the Jews: A contextual Approach 

Amira al-Hedainy, Ph.D. 

 

-Abstract:  

Since it was founded by Alexander the Great towards the end of 

the fourth century BC and until the end of late antiquity, the city of 

Alexandria was characterized as a cosmopolitan city distinguished by its 

multi-cultural and ethnic groups. There, Jews lived next to Greeks, 

Egyptians and other nationalities drawn to the city by its increasing 

economic and cultural importance over the ages. Also, during the stages 

of its long history, Alexandria witnessed several occasions of riots and 

resurrections due to several causes, among which the disputes between 

the Greeks and the Jews during the Roman era and then the clashes 

between Jews and Christians after the spread of Christianity. These last 

clashes became more frequent during the fourth century after the 

conversion of Constantine. 

This paper studies the riot which occurred between the Christians 

and the Jew in 415 during which the philosopher Hypatia was 

assassinated. It analyzes the causes of the riot, its immediate and real 

causes and explains that the latter go back several decades before the date 

of the riot. The study also discusses the nature of the relations between 

the prefect of the city and its bishop who assumed his office only few 

years before. It concludes that not only was the clash between the two 

parties inevitable, but its consequences were also predetermined. The 

same conclusion applies as well to the parallel clashes between the 

prefect and the bishop and the pagans and the latter.  

-Key words: Jews of Alexandria – Bishop Cyril of Alexandria – Hypatia 

the Philosopher – Orestes the Prefect of Alexandria. 
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