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The Punishment of Flay in Ancient Egyptian Doctrine
Dr. Reda Ali El-Sayed Attalla
Lecturer of Egyptology — Faculty of Archaeology — Luxor University
Abstract:
This paper studies one of the most severe corporal punishments in ancient Egypt,
which is the punishment of flaying. This study includes the concept of flaying, its
synonyms in the ancient Egyptian language, the history of this punishment, the
flaying in textual sources as a punishment for humans and gods’ enemies. In
addition to the significance of punishment and its motives for its implementation,
the study relied on the historical approach in presenting the history of punishment,
the descriptive approach in describing the implementation of punishment, and the
analytical approach in analyzing the brief texts contained therein.
Key words:
Flaying, Stripping, Flogging, Epidermis, Punishment, Doctrine, ancient Egypt.
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! Roth, M. P., An eye for an Eye: A Global History of Crime and Punishment, Books, United
Kingdom, 2014, p. 99.

2 Eyre C. J., Crime and Adultery in Ancient Egypt”, JEA 70/1, 1984, (pp. 92 -105), p. 92.

% Ernst, J. G., “Von Ursprung des Schindents in Assyrin”, in: Kleine Kulturegeschichte der Haut”,
Springer Verlag, 2007.

4 Lesko L., A dictionary of Late Egyptian, Vol. Il, 2" edition, p. 59; Cf: P. Cairo 58033. 47.
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! Gardiner, A., Egyptian Grammar, Z9, p. 538.
2 Gardiner, A., Egyptian Grammar, A24, p. 444.
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Shlomo Raz, Studies in Modern Semitic Languages, E. J. Brill, Leiden, New York, K&ln, 1996,
P. 147.

7SI
o (Fx uo@) “srh — bwj” = “Seelenqualer”: Wb 4, 199.15; LGG VI, 432:

https://aaew.bbaw.de/tla/servlet/BwIBrowser?f=0&I= 0&off
=0&csz=1&Icd=srx&tcd=&scd=&pn0=1&db=Egyptian&bc=Start

% Abo el Magd, A., “Impalement in ancient Egypt”, in:
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/262377514 ;
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Lesko L., A dictionary of Late Egyptian, p. 59.

® Gardiner, A., Egyptian Grammar, A2, p. 442.

" Ward, W. A., “Egypt and the East Mediterranean in the Early Second Millennium B. C.”,
Orientalia NOVA SERIES, Vol. 30, No. 1, GBPress- Gregorian Biblical Press (1961), pp. 22-45
(p. 37):
https://www.jstor.org/stable/43073577 ;

Wilfred G. E. W., “Ugaritic Military”, Penn State University Press, 2017, pp. 699-720 (p. 702).
CDK: 347a. il 1 35 (sahatu) sd e Y1 AS) ae Gl 6"

° Bates, R. D., A Dictionary of Middle Egyptian for Students of Biblical Archaeology and Old
Testament Studies”, in: Dissertations, Paper 15, Graduate Research at Digital Commons @
Andrews University, 2004, p. 270.
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! Bates, R. D., “A Dictionary of Middle Egyptian, p. 86.

2Cf: “srh”, “srhw”: Lesko, L., Dictionary, pp. 47, 83.

3 Faulkner, R. O., ACDME, p. 238, Lesko, L., A dictionary of Late Egyptian, Vol. I, p. 62.

* Gardiner, A., Egyptian Grammar, Z9, p. 538.

5 Budge, W., BD. II: Vocab., p. 356, Cf: BD. I: Texts, pp. 251.12, 15, 16; 254. 4; 255,12; 257.7, 13;
13;342.7; 411.5; 414.11

® Budge, W., Egyptian Ideas of the Future Life: (Egyptian Religion. Ideas of the After Life in
Ancient Egypt), New — York, 1959, p. 159.

7 Budge, W., BD. II: Vocab., p. 12, Cf: BD. I: Texts, p. 257.13.

® Budge, W., Egyptian Ideas of the Future Life, p. 159.
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! Hannig, R., Die Sprache Handwérterbuch Deutsch-Agyptisch, Band. II: Mittleres Reich und
Zweite Zwischenzeit, Marburg, 2005, 1176, S. 33, Col. 3.

2 Buégg W., BD. II: Vocab., p. 12; Cf: BD. I: Texts, p. 418.12, Cf: “inm” Q‘Q%[ﬁ)
(T =\\) Bates, R., Dictionary, (skin), p. 484.

8 Budge, W., BD. II: Vocab., p. 12; Cf: BD. I: Texts, p. 318.13, Cf: “msk3” (‘M‘U%): Bates, R.,
Dictionary, (skin), p. 484.

4 Hannig, R., Die Sprache Handworterbuch, 1176, S. 33, Col. 3; S. 143, Col. 2 - 3.

% Faulkner, R. O., CT, Il. p. 203, footnote. 4.

® Cf: Faulkner, R. O., CT, spell 619, pp. 201-2; Cf: PT 277a-178a (Spruch 254)

TPT. 1. 276 c— 278 a (Spruch 254).

® Bates, R., Dictionary, (skin), p. 484.

® Faulkner, R. O., ACDME, p. 201;
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Davies, N., The Tomb of Amenmosé (No. 89) at Thebes, 1941, pp. 131 — 136, Pl. XXIV; James, T.
G. H., Egyptian painting, 1986, p. 24 (2-3); Shaw, I., Ancient Egyptian Materials, 2000, p. 259;
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Bagg, A., Making Picture of War: Realia et Imaginaria in the iconology of the Ancient Near East,
Oxford, 2016, pp. 57 — 82, Minen, F., “Ancient Mesopotamian Views on Human Skin and Body”,
in: Notes Rec. 74, 2020, pp. 119 — 130.
Gabriel, R. A., Soldiers’ lives through History the Ancient World, USA, 2007, p. 12.
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The History of Herodotus, parallel English/Greek, tr. G. C. Macaulay, [1890], Herodotus Book 5:
Terpsichore [20]:
https://www.sacred-texts.com/cla/hh/hh5020.htm

2 Winters, R., A Pilgrimage of Thought: Dante Treks through the Inferno of Satan, 2015, in:
https://www.ancient-origins.net/myths-legends-europe/pilgrimage-thought-dante-treks-through-
inferno-satan-003669
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4 Mills A., “Dismemberment”, in: Encyclopedia of Psychology and Religion, Edit by: D.A.
Leeming, University of Ballarat, Ballarat, VIC, Australia, New York 2014
S Winters, R., A Pilgrimage of Thought: Dante Treks through the Inferno of Satan, 2015, in:
https://www.ancient-origins.net/myths-legends-europe/pilgrimage-thought-dante-treks-through-
inferno-satan-003669
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Edrey, M., "The dog burials at Achaemenid Ashkelon revisited", In: Tel Aviv 35.2, 2008, pp.267-
282.

2 Raffaele, R., Animal Rows and Ceremonial Processions in Late Pre-dynastic Egypt”, In: Raffacle,
F. Nuzzolo, M. & Incordino, I. (eds.) Recent discoveries and latest researches in Egyptology,
Proceedings of the First Neapolitan Congress of Egyptology. Naples, June. Vol. 18, 2010, p. 260.
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Kenrick J. M. A.; Ancient Egypt under the Pharaoh, VVol.1: London, Without Date, p. 370-71.
4PT. 1.276 c— 278 a (Spruch 254).
® Eyre, C., "Crime and Adultery in Ancient Egypt", JEA 70, 1984, p. 431.
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Lines X+28-30: Redford, D. B., "The Tod Inscription of Senwosret | and Early 12th Dynasty
Involvement in Nubia and the South™, JSSEA XVII, no. 1/2 (1987), p. 42 and fig. 2
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Abo el Magd A., Impalement in ancient Egypt, p. 20.

2 Eyre, C., "Crime and Adultery in Ancient Egypt", JEA 70 (1984), p. 431.

% Abo el Magd A., Impalement in ancient Egypt, pp. 7 — 8.
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Involvement in Nubia and the South», Journal of the Society of the Studies of Egyptian
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' Erman A., Life in Ancient Egypt, Translated by: Tirard, H., London — New York, 1894, pp. 133 —
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" Ibid, p. 134.
®BD. I.; (CXXV. 31-32), p. 257. 5 - 8; 13 — 14,
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Budge, W., Vocab., p. 12, Cf: BD. I. p. 257.13, Budge, W., Egyptian Ideas of the Future Life, p.
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" Budge, W., Egyptian Ideas of the Future Life, p. 159.
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