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The most important theories of first and second language
acquisition and their applications
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Abstract:

The field of language teaching and learning is one of the
modern fields that arose to meet the needs of various educational
institutions for the various purposes of learning and work, such
as translation, research, commerce, advertising, marketing,
media, acquiring relationships, integrating immigrants, teaching
languages to non-native speakers, and so on. The paper covers
several prominent theories and their applications in the field of
first and second language learning; It explains the most
important principles of these theories from the behavioral theory,
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which argues that the environment is the only language stimulus,
and that the learner cannot be left alone in the educational
process, giving great attention to the aids of indoctrination,
repetition, reinforcement, and feedback, and to the theory of
hereditary knowledge the cognitive development of Piaget who
objected to basic behavioral principles; To decide that linguistic
learning is subject to a natural factor, which is the factor of
cognitive development, then Chomsky's views in his innate
theory, who in turn objected to behaviorism, heading to the
inside of man, his abilities and self-motivations, and the theory
of cognitive development, also called the socio-cultural theory of
Vygotsky, which objected to the neglect of innate theory of the
social aspect of language learning; making it the centerpiece of
his theory, and Krashen's hypotheses; Which revolves around the
search for strategies to facilitate second language learning, which
have been able to make great progress in this context, and to
contribute to the development of the teaching methods used in
the classroom, and then lists the most important criticisms
directed to these theories and their applications, and ends by
presenting a proposed picture of how to benefit from them in the
field of teaching Arabic as a second language.
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