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Abstract:

The Mediterranean Sea in the British — French Conflict
during the French Expedition on Egypt.

The Mediterranean Sea has gained strategic importance in
international politics through the ages through its privileged
geographical location, with its in-middle position between the
world's seas being the link between the Eastern and Western seas,
and a meeting point between Europe and Africa.

The French Expedition against Egypt is one of the most
important points in the history of the Mediterranean Sea, because
it has reversed the international and strategic balances in the
region, a sea that is considered a link between the east, the west
and the north-south crossing.

Despite the short duration of the French Expedition in Egypt
(about three years, two months and one day), this period has
witnessed many occurrences and strategies adopted by France
and Britain.

This research was divided into three stages, the first called the
"thinking phase"” i.e. the thinking of the French authorities on
how to deal a fatal hit to Britain, in the context of the French-
British conflict, this phase extends from 1795 to 1798, and the
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second phase is called the "implementation phase” which falls
from April to July 1798, and despite the short time period for this
phase, France adopted a lot of policies and strategies. The third
phase was called the "reaction phase", i.e. the British reaction to
face the French strategies, and this phase extends from the
moment the French Expedition stepped a foot on the Egyptian
shores until the evacuation of the campaign from the region.

The research had reached new results, including that the French
strategy had taken the year 1795 AD a decisive year in its policy
towards striking Britain in its colonies by controlling Egypt, so
they started thinking seriously about the invasion of Egypt.

The research also showed that French policy has resorted to a
number of diplomatic, political and military strategies in order to
contain and control Egypt, but these strategies did not succeed
because of the countermeasures taken by Britain by using the
same strategic method of confrontation.

The research also showed that the dispatch of British military
forces from India to join the British military forces from Europe
is significant in the coordination and engagement between India
and London, and this happens for the first time in British
strategy, and became a clear feature - later - throughout the

nineteenth and early 20th centuries.
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(') Coupland, R.: East Africa and its Invaders, London,1938,p.88

- N -



E?;x i o iyl 3§ @Yo ¥Y Jodl adadl ¥+ ) daadl —oiyidl 260 Ao

OS5y alh pae ) S S Ke JsA0 e anid 8oL DL ) caall
) a1 el b S Gplall (g 4l

Ol I exigh) Y Jpemslly saa) el Gl e slasdl ) g
b G all b Gan g A3y Cla die o it Buas i)
b wall ehal Gmny (N Bl sae Jasld < aa) aall Cisiag Zaall syl
Jaxiad e dE W agally i 358 Dledd iy s ally baiias Slaal)
aigh 5380 g Al 350 Fai b Ales

b Aadian Al Bl (Leall sl k) Goyhall a8 L cdia a8
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(1) Letter du general Bonaparte au Cherif de La Mecque Ghalib ibn Moussaid

en date Caire Le 25aout 1798 (13rebiul- ewe 11213)
(2) Letter du general Bonaparte au Cherif De La Mecque,en date du quartier —

general du Caire,Le 30 juin 1799 (26 Moharrem1214 )
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(2) Letter du general Bonaparte a limam de Mascate, du quartier general du
Caire Le 25 janvier 1799 (28Chaban]213).
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() op.cit, p.88;  Coupland,
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4
(3) Public Records Office, (P.R.O.) admirals in Letters, (ADM I)/ 169, PP.270-
279, PP.396-398, PP.402-405.
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(4) Graham, G.S.: op.cit,PP.73-74
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(1) Bombay Archives (B.A) Secret and Political Departments, (S.P.D.),Diary
No.57/ 1797, PP.1618-1644.
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(') pp. 4237-4239. B.A., (S.P.D.), Diary No. 66 / 1798,
(2) De Sire, La Creix: op . cit.,pp.257-258.
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(*) B.A.,(S.P.D),DiaryNo.75/1799,pp.2235-2236.

(3) P.R.O.,( ADMI) 178:0p. cit,pp.324-325, the also: .B.A., (S.P.D), Diary No.

75/ 1799, pp.2137-2145

(*) P.R.O.(ADMI)/169.0p.cit,pp.580-585;the also: B.A.(S.P.D.), Diary No

75 [ 1799.pp. 2235-2236
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(1) George, H.B: Historical Geography of the British Empire,p124
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Byl A gal) Alpudly el 3 eal) all 5o0 " S (paa Ao ¢ lie aulll Gl (e
TN G Gl aaga
0 G () gyl syl agim B2 adlll ) el 23 (1)
(3) Aitcheson, C.U.: A collection of Treaties, Engagements, and Sands relating

to India and the Neighboring Countries, vol. XI, p 123
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(') B.A.(S.P.D.),Diary No.88/1800, pp. 926-928 .
(*) 4B.A.(S.P.D.),Diary No.90/1800, pp.1143-1145
() P.R.O, (ADMI) / 170, pp. 164~ 166.
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(') 187. P.R.O., (ADMI) / pp.176-170,
() P.R.O., (ADMI) /170, pp.190~191
() P.R.O., ADMI /170 pp.206-207.

Y=Y (i) Aleal) 1 g K5 a\}ém(i)
(5) Playfair, R. L.: A history of Arabia Felix or Yemen, Bombay Government
Central Press. 1859.pp.124-126
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