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The famine in Ethiopia (1983-1985) causes and consequences
Asmaa Abdel Aziz Syed Abdel Rahim

History Department, Faculty of Humanities Studies, AL-Azhar
University, Cairo, Egypt.

E-mail : asmaaabdelrehem.56@azhar.edu.eq

Abstract :

Famine is one of the harsh human experiences suffered by the
African continent, to the extent that it took on the character of an
endemic disease, and Ethiopia was one of these countries that was
subjected to frequent droughts, especially in the northern regions,
which led to the occurrence of one of the most devastating
famines during the eighties of the twentieth century, specifically
in the The period (1893-1985), which left behind one million two
hundred thousand deaths, four hundred thousand refugees and two
million five hundred thousand displaced, Therefore, this research
aimed to shed light on it and reveal the most important reasons
that contributed, along with drought, to its occurrence. The
research also addressed the measures taken by the Ethiopian
government to confront the crisis, foremost of which is the
“resettlement” program, which aimed to transfer the afflicted from
the northern regions to areas With fertile soil and torrential rains,
this program was severely criticized by Western countries, which
described it as a "forced displacement™ of citizens, in addition to
talking about the volume of food aid provided by donor countries
to Ethiopia, in an attempt to save the lives of millions of Ethiopian
citizens, As well as talking about the effects of this famine on the
Ethiopian community.

Keywords: Ethiopia - Famine - Drought - Resettlement - Food Aid
- Hunger - Mengistu — Derg.
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Lefort, Rene : Ethiopia An Heretical revolution ?,T.by A.M.Berrett, New
Jersey, 1983.
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(1) Theodore m. vestal: op. cit. p.12.
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Theodore m. vestal: op. cit., p.16.

—L@i—\‘\/\uaca_)ihé..m&f: daaa (e gall 2 daaa (V)
Theodore m. vestal: op. cit., p.16.
(4) Theodore m. vestal: op. cit., p. 8. — (also) — los Angeles time: June 16,

1985.

(5) Alexander poster: the gentle war; famine relief politics and pricatization
in Ethiopia, 1983 — 1986, Diplomtic history, p. 405.
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(1) Los Angeles times: 16 June, 1985.

(2) House of Commons foreign affairs committee; famine in Africa, session
1984 — 85. Minutes of evidence, Wednesday 12 Dec. 1984, p. 116 (HC
1984 — 079671 — Complete, p.21).

(3) Alexander poster: the gentle war, op. cit, p. 405.

(4) House of Commons foreign affairs committee; famine in Africa, session
1984 — 85. Minutes of evidence, Wednesday, 12 Dec. 1984, p. 114 (HC
1984 — 079671 — Complety).

(5) Alexander poster:op.cit, p . 405.

(6) Theodore m. vestal: famine in Ethiopia, op. cit. p. 9.
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(1) Theodore m. vestal: famine in Ethiopia, op. cit. p. 8.

(2) The House of Commons ; Foreign Affairs committee, famine in Africa,
(session 1984-85), Dec 12, 1985.(HC 1984 — 079676).p. 114.
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Committee on foreign affairs house; subcommittee on human rights and

international organizations committee on foreign affairs house; human rights

and food Aid in Ethiopia, Oct. 16, 1985. P.15, (HRG — 1986 — FoA — 0003).

(4)Committee on foreign affairs house; subcommittee on human rights and
international organizations committee on foreign affair house; the human
rights situation in south Africa, Zaire, the Horn of Africa and Uganda,
June 21, Aug. 9, 1984, p. 125. (HRB — 1984 — FOA — 0066).

(5)The Guardian; London: letter, Abundant blame for Ethiopia’s famine, 12,
Apr 2000.
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(3) Committee on foreign affairs House; subcommittee on human and
international organizations, committee on foreign Africa, the human
=rights situation in south Africa, Zaire, the horn of Africa, and Uganda,
June 21; Aug. 9, 1984, p. 125. (HRB — 1984 — FOD - 0066). (also);
peter Gill: op. cit. p. 39 —also — Theodore m. vestal: op. cit. p. 19.
(4) Theodore m. vestal: op. cit. p. 19.

YA



Yory g€l o) geed daala oY) ALS LdaSas diale 4y g0

"Margaret ", &b sl Lilay poel s Ay cor &
el culal —all A elaall slad 4s8Y) de Sall i se Thatcher™
b s F s @Y O Sl pgeall Gudae ol LR A 8 Can yeag
Use atiy ol 48 581 58l 5aladl apally Jlisal) 3 ¥ 50 Gsale Yoo Jn
O o) il

LU Gl olS o m Gelaall Sl olid) 3 oY) desSall @y

38 331 S e oo Aaalall a2d el e aeluy g ale gl 0S5 ol daalall

Ay sea’ b el el Guiaall Y LU Gud deels 8 Ol aaf # g

PR UCEPNEL EDWN SUPS 5 U PR (PP SV L VN () RO I [ SVl
L Jlatd)

'l Sl " A aklie Y40 5 S VY el g, lala <y a skt e ()
A malay " yeud AWSH cbal (Ao i) Al _aiti byl e Ll 3 pE 8 Aadl gl
r_\ c ‘51\ ) d< .::v.\ u:\_ks‘ \A“ u)al u.A:u\ ch‘écm\)jNQi‘“ eLC JJJS.NS\
M\é‘uﬂ\uﬂw\ e#\awﬁjﬁﬁ\'&é@&cﬁlméd“io
SRENTLNCRTS A L CARN RSP~ I g PGP i E WS Ry LNPR it P SN EVEDT
5l & iyl asenll Gulaa b ) game cukil) ASL) dpndaall =Sl Jall ' s
G2 16 19V0 sle dg aglally aidxill 3 55 YAV ale Cuie A (V4T -Y400)
i lday 6l sl Auli ) Cuaie il 1AV Gle iy coalailaall Ca Al ) Cuale

Al 8l el ¢l se e ts Pl s 3 e 2kl kI LYY Ll cig
YOV e dlae el Yk \A.c(\ﬁ\fﬁ—\‘\\do)
Y AESa s " O sie e ¢ VAAE uadgi o) b (YOO YY) aaddl : Al el (Y)

e gn gl e sl el
(3) New York Times: reporter’s notebook, images from Ethiopia’s famine,
Apr. 7,1985, p. 1
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(1) Los Angeles times: famine lingers Ethiopia, June 16, 1985.

(2) Foreign and common wealth office: famine in Africa, Government
observations on the foreign affairs select committee, second report of
1984 — 85, July 1985, p. 22 (HC 1984 — 079273).

(3) Foreign and common wealth office: famine in Africa, Government
observations on the foreign affairs select committee second report of
1984 — 85, July 1985 (HC 1987 — 079273).
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(5) Committee on foreign affairs house; subcommittee on human rights and
international organizations committee on foreign affairs house; human
rights and food Aid in Ethiopia, Oct. 16, 1985. P.15, (HRG — 1986 — FoA
—0003).
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(1) Peter Gill: op. cit, pp. 33, 40.
(2) Report by Amelia Hill: Ethiopia’s forgotten famine, Scotland on Sunday.
9 Apr 2000.
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Fotna Fathy: Mother Teresa,2020.also; www.wikipedia.org

(5) New York Times: Reporter’s Notebook images from Ethiopia’s famine,
Apr7,1985,p.1
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(1) New York Amsterdam News: scenes from famine plagued Ethiopia, May
4,1985. P. 91.
(2) Theodore m. vestal: op. cit. pp. 12, 14.
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(2) Los Angeles times: "Aid Offsets famine Ethiopia — will Relief Be in
time?",Calif, 17 Dec, 1985.

(3) Los Angeles times: famine lingers Ethiopia rain can’t wash misery. June
16, 1985.
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(1) House of commons foreign affairs committee session 1984 — 85: famine
in Africa, minutes of evidence, Wednesday 12 — December 1984, p. 116
(HC 1984 — 079671) — (also) — Los Angeles times: famine lingers
Ethiopia rain can’t wash misery. June 16, 1985 — (also) — Theodore m.
vestal: famine in Ethiopia , op. cit, p. 16 — (also) — Peter Gill: op. cit, p.
45,

(2) Los Angeles times: famine lingers Ethiopia.

(3) Theodore m. vestal: famine in Ethiopia , op. cit, p. 16

(4) Los Angeles Times: 16 June, 1985.

(5) Theodore m. vestal: famine in Ethiopia, crisis of many dimensions, op.
cit, p. 16.
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(1) Peter Gill: op. cir, p. 46.
(2) The Ottawa citizen: Ethiopia, famine, we may dislike govt. but people
need help, 26 Mar. 1988, p. 4 — (also) — Los Angeles time: 16 June 1985.-
Theodore m. vestal: op. cit. p. 17

(3) Theodore m. vestal: op. cit. p. 17
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(1) Los Angeles Times: 16 June, 1985.

(2) Committee on foreign affairs house; subcommittee on human rights and
international organizations, committee on foreign affairs house; human
and food Aid in Ethiopia’s, Oct. 16, 1985 (HRB — 1986 — FOA — 0003),
p. 14.

(3) Peter Gill: op. cit. p. 47.
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(1) Committee on foreign affairs houses subcommittee on human rights and
international organizations committee on foreign affairs house; human
rights Aid in Ethiopia. Oct. 16, 1985 (HRG — 1986 — FOA — 0003), p. 47.

(2) The Ottawa citizen: op. cit, 26 Mar. 1988.

(3) Committee on foreign affairs house; subcommittee on human rights and
international organizations: committee on foreign affairs house: human
rights and food Aid in Ethiopia, Oct. 16, 1985 (HRG — 1986 — FOA —
0003). P. 15.

(4) Los Angeles Times: 16 June, 1985 — (also) — The Ottawa citizen: 26 Mar,
1988.
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(1) Peter Gill: op. cit. p. 46.
(2) Ibid: p. 46.
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(4) Peter Gill: op. cit, pp. 54, 55.
(5) Theodore m. vestal, op. cit. p. 17, 18.
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The House of committee ; Foreign Affairs Committee ; famine in Africa,

(session 1984 — 85), Apr. 24, 1985. (HC 1984 —079671).P.15.

(2) New York times : "relief Official Accuses Ethiopia of Biting the Hand
that Feeds It", Des 13,1985. -Theodore m. vestal, op. cit. p. 17, 18.

(3) Rod Bush: report from Ethiopia, famine and revolution in Africa,
contemporary Marxism, No. 11 (Fall 1985), p. 116.
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(2) Theodore m. vestal, op. cit. p. 18.
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(1) Peter Gill: op. cit. p. 39.
(2) Committee on foreign relations house; subcommittee on African affairs;
hunger in Africa, Mar 1, 1984, pg. 54.(HRG-1984-FOR-0003).
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(1) Committee on foreign affairs house of representatives. Subcommittee on
human rights and international organizations. Human rights and food Aid
in Ethiopia, Oct 16, 1985, p. 13.(HRG-1986-FOA-0003).
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(5) Foreign and common wealth office: famine in Africa Government

observations on the foreign affairs select committee second report of
1984 — 85, July 1985. (HC 1984 — 079273), p. 20.
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(1) F.R.U.S: VOI XLlI, global issues Il, (224), Telegram from the embassy in
Ethiopia to the department, Addis Ababa, Oct 9, 1984.

(2) Foreign and common wealth office: famine in Africa Government
observations on the foreign affairs select committee second report of
1984 — 85, July 1985. (HC 1984 — 079273), p. 20.

(3) Theodore m. vestal: famine in Ethiopia, op. cit. p. 12.

(4) Foreign and commonwealth office: famine in Africa Government
observations on the foreign affairs select committee second report of
1984 — 85, July 1985. (HC 1984 — 079273), p. 15.

(5) Foreign and common wealth affairs: ameding the united kingdom /
Ethiopia Aid Grant and loan 1973, Addis Ababa 10 and 28 Dec. 1984,
May 1985, p.3. (HC 1984 — 079218).
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(2) Foreign and commonwealth office: famine in Africa Government
observations on the foreign affairs select committee second report of
1984 — 85, July 1985.P.21, (HC 1984 — 079273).

(3) Peter Gill: op. cit. pp.40,41.
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(5) Foreign and commonwealth office: famine in Africa Government
observations on the foreign affairs select committee second report of
1984 — 85, July 1985.P.21, (HC 1984 — 079273).
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1) Peter Gill: op. cit. pp. 40, 41.

2) Ibid: pp. 41.

3) Peter Gill: op. cit. p. 42.

4) lbid:. p. 42.

5) Ibid: p. 42.

6) Foreign and common wealth office: famine in Africa, Gov. observation

on the foreign affairs select committee second report of 1984 — 85, July
1985, p. (HC 1984 —079273).
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(4) Committee on foreign affairs house; subcommittee on human rights and
international organizations: committee on foreign affairs house: human
rights and food Aid in Ethiopia, Oct. 16, 1985 (HRG — 1986 — FOA -
0003). P. 78.- The House of Commons ; Foreign Affairs committee,
famine in Africa, (session 1984-85), Dec 12, 1985.(HC 1984 — 079676).
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(1) Peter Gill: op. cit. p. 44.

(2) Ibid: p. 44.

(3) Theodore m. vestal: op. cit. pp. 15, 16.

(4) Ibid: p. 16.

(5) Peter Gill: op. cit. p. 16.

(6) Asmerom Kidane: Demographic consequences of the 1984 — 1985,
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(1) Kalkdan Hassen Abate: Differential effect of prenatal exposure to the
great Ethiopia famine (1983 — 85) on the risk of adulthood hypertension
based in sex:a historical cohort study, Abate, et al BMC women’s health,

pp. 2, 5.
(2) Peter Gill: op. cit. p. 44.
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