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Islamic heritage among political, ideological, and
intellectual conflicts. The era of Al-Khawaja Nasier Al-
Tusi (597-672 AH/1201-1273 A.D.)

Tayseer Mohamed Mohamed Shady

Department of Egyptian and Islamic History and
Archeology, Faculty of Arts, Damanhour University,
Arab Republic of Egypt.
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Abstract:

The Mongolian invasion was the largest offensive on the
Islamic world and tore apart its already weak corners, thus
causing the loss of political centrality, the fall of the Abbasid
State, and the assassination of Caliph al-Musta'sim Billah
(640-656 AH/1242-1258 AD). The collapse of the Caliphate
was only one aspect of the disaster. Given that it was a
largely destructive invasion, it led to the destruction of the
Islamic cultural legacy and Islamic civilization's monuments.
This wasn't, ultimately, the end. Muslim scientists —or what
was left of them- could defeat the Mongols intellectually and
even tame them to serve the Muslim world, though they were
unable to defeat Mongol armies militarily at that time.
Technically speaking, those scholars were able to preserve
what remained of the Islamic heritage; one can even argue
that they succeeded in rejuvenating the Islamic cultural
legacy. Among the scholars was the philosopher "Naseer al-
Din al-Tusi" (597-672 AH/1201-1273 A.D.), who was an
eyewitness to what transpired in the Islamic world during that
troubled period. He contemplated those events and divisions,
witnessed disagreement and differences, and even lived in the
court of the Mongols themselves. He assisted as much as he
could using the knowledge and insights he gained. Al-Tusi
had a conflict between what was hoped and what was
presumed; what should and shouldn’t be, in order to save
science and scientists and to protect the Islamic heritage and
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cultural legacy. His efforts were notable in saving science
and scholars, protecting Islamic heritage, and managing both
war efforts and intellectual conflicts alike. The research has
been divided into an introduction and several main axes. It
starts with the introduction of al-Tusi and the factors that
formed his ideology. The second axis deals with al-Tusi and
the doctrinal and ideological conflicts within the Ismaili
Shiite fortresses, while the third axis tackles al-Tusi’s
intellectual dominance over the Mongols and the protection
of Islamic heritage, and finally, the last axis deals with the
intellectual heritage that Al-Tusi left for the whole world.
The study was appended with a conclusion that collected the
most important results, then appendices, and a list of sources
and references

that were relied upon during the making of this paper.

Keywords: Al-Tusi ,Nasier al-Din, The Mongols, Islamic
heritage, Sectarian conflicts, The Abbasid
Caliphate.
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