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Accusing Muslims of Magic in the Era of the Crusades
(Allegation and Refutation)
Mahmoud Ali Abdullah Ali
Department of History and Civilization, Faculty of Arabic
Language, Assiut, Al-Azhar University, Arab Republic of

Egypt.

Email: mahmoudali.47@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract:

European historians accused Muslims of the era of the
Crusades with many accusations, one of which was accusing
them of practicing magic against the Crusaders; With the aim
of harming and eliminating them, and this research presents
this accusation, supporting it with many models, such as:
accusing Umm Karbogha of practicing witchcraft, accusing
Muslims of witchcraft during the siege of Jerusalem, and
accusing Salah al-Din al-Ayyubi of using magicians, as well
as accusing Muslims of using magic to collect information
about the Crusaders, The research has refuted this claim,
explaining Islam's position on magic, the extent of Muslims'
hatred of magic and those who carry it out, the nature of the
European mentality in the Middle Ages, as well as the
Europeans themselves practicing magic and sorcery, and
finally the image of Muslims in the minds of Europeans, and
it reached a number of results, the most important of which
are The European West - at the time of the Crusades going
out to the East - knew very little about Muslims and their
faith, and this information was, in general, false and
inaccurate. The study revealed that accusing Muslims of
witchcraft was one of the means used by the Crusaders to
justify their brutality towards Muslims in the East. And the
spilling of innocent blood, it was revealed through the study
that Umm Karbogha, who was described by the Europeans as
a witch, was nothing but a fictitious figure, and the dialogue
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that took place between her and Karbogha is not Based on it,
the study concluded that the church’s purpose in preventing
the circulation of the tale of Salah al-Din’s use of a witch is
not due to their disbelief in her, but rather that publishing
such stories does more harm to the Crusaders than benefit,
especially since the Crusader entity needed human support. It
Is continuous, and therefore it does not need such stories that
raise fears in the hearts of the Crusaders, and prevent
Europeans from going to the East.

Keywords: Accusation, Magic, Sorcery, Allegation,

Crusaders, Europeans, Crusades.
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- Viktor Rydberdg., Magic of the middle ages,
New York, 1879.
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