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The Battle of Kirina (633 AH /1235 AD) and its impact on
the emergence of the Islamic kingdoms in Western Sudan.
Yasser Hanafi Mahmoud Abdel Aal

Department of History and Civilization, Faculty of Arabic
Language, Cairo, Al-Azhar University, Arab Republic of
Egypt

Email: yasserhanafi@azhar.edu.eg
Abstract:
The research deals with the phenomenon of war in the
kingdoms of Western Sudan, especially the battle of Kirina
(633 AH / 1235 AD), as the phenomenon of war was linked
to the geographical nature, and the location occupied by these
kingdoms, which were surrounded by a group of nomadic
Berber tribes in the north, and the relationship between the
two parties was Printed with violence at times, and the
kingdoms of Western Sudan were also surrounded by a group
of pagan local tribes, such as: the Sosu tribes, and the Mushi
tribes in the south, which used to attack the Sudanese
kingdoms that were responding by defending their borders at
times, and by attacking those tribes at other times. The tribes
through war achieve their sovereignty and influence over
other tribes, as well as the ambitions of each of the major
tribes to achieve a better share of power and wealth; Of
course, the matter was reflected in the political and economic
conditions, which prompted the Mande people - who are
credited with establishing the Kingdom of Mali - to establish
a small emirate that separated from the Kingdom of Ghana,
and gained a kind of autonomy, which was called the
"Kangaba Emirate™. Which also entered into a series of wars
with the aim of asserting its influence and protecting its
authority. The Muslim Emirate of Kangaba, led by Al
Mande, sought to establish an independent kingdom, which
prompted it to expand its borders. This expansion was
governed by the contemporary political events of the Emirate,

»-@’@E £heo j—«%



oYY eiST — Ll oYl — eiMilly Luoll a2l — 59, L1 Sl dy el dell &S dlxs

which accompanied the state of weakness witnessed by the

Kingdom of Ghana during Its conflict with the Sanhaja tribes,

then its conflict with the Susu, which ended with the decisive

Battle of Kyrena (633 AH /1235 AD).

Keywords: War, African Kingdoms, The Battle Of Kyrena,
The Kingdom Of Mali, Western Sudan.
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Niane, Djeibil Tamsir: Mise Enplace des Populations, de la haute
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Les Bambara Editions 1’Harmattan, Paris, 2005, P.17, L’épopée
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(1)Youssouf tata cissé et Wa kamissoko ,La grande geste du Mali
.tomel, p. 52.

(2)Youssouf tata cissé et Wa kamissoko ,La grande geste du Mali
.tomel, p. 52.
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(3)Youssouf tata cissé et Wa kamissoko ,La grande geste du Mali
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Delafosse (Maurice): Les civilisations Négro-africaine. Librairie Stock,
Paris, 1925, p.167.

(4)Jansen, J: Politics and Political Discourse: Was Mande Already A

Segmentary Society in the Middle Ages, History in Africa, Vol. 23,
1996, PP. 121- 125, Conrad, D: Sunjata A West African Epic of the

Mande Peoples, PP. 79- 80.
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Hale, T: Scribe, Griots, and Novelist Narrative Interpreters of the
Songhay Empire, University of Florida Press, USA, 1990, P.37.

(3)Innes, G: Op. Cit, PP. 34-35.
(4)Conrad, D: Sunjata A West African Epic, PP. 8- 9.
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