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The role of women in serving the Islamic community (a
comparative historical and analytical study from the pre-
Islamic era until the Rashidi era)

Khadija Saeed Nassib Al-Ghamdi

Department of History and Archeology, College of Social
Sciences, University of Jeddah, Saudi Arabia.

Email: kalghamdi@uj.edu.sa

Abstract:

The study is concerned with the role of woman in community
service from the pre-Islam era up thru the Rashedi era — an
analytical comparative study thru which woman had held several
professions in the pre-Islam era and had had its impact on the
society. Chapter | has focused on their political role as governors
of provinces. Among the most renowned of them were Belquis,
Queen of Sabaa’, Al-Zabaa’ and Zarqa Al-Yamama. It has also
shed light on women who served as counselors at the court. The
study highlighted the social role of woman thru professions of
midwives, breast-feeders and bondswomen. Role of woman had
been also touched in the disciplines of education and medicine,
such as Tarifa Bent Al-Hebr of Himyarite, who had served as a
priest and acted further as a swindler and magician. The era was
featured with several numbers of women who had been
outstanding in uttering proverbs. Chapter Il is concerned with the
role of woman in community service in the shadow of Islam;
together with the most significant professions held by women at a
time. The study further shed light on woman’s role in raising up
her children. Compared to pre-Islam era, woman, during Islam,
were characterized with her role in defending religion and
dissemination of Islam and the religious teachings. Therefore,
female scholars in the disciplines of Hadith, Figh (jurisprudence)
and Quran had emerged. There had been several models of
women in Prophet’s and Rashedi’ eras — not to mention their role
in community service thru a lot of professions held and exercised
in the social arena such as midwives, dead-washers, hair-stylists,
breast-feeders, and housemaids. A large number of them had
excelled at these professions. The study cast light also on the
professions, which effaced and those survived, together with the
factors that had contributed to efficacy or survival thereof.
Keywords: The role of women, Islamic society, The pre-
Islamic era, The Rashidi era, Ahistorical study.
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