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Summary

The Soviet Union's Attitude towards the Withdrawal of its military Forces from
Romania 1955-1958

Dr. Sherif Mohamed Ahmed Abdel Gawad
Assistant Professor of Modern and Contemporary History
Faculty of Arts - Minia University

This study deals with a very important subject, which is the attempt to withdraw
Soviet forces from Romania, the end of the military presence during the period from
1955- 1958, the negotiations which took place in this regard after the signing of the"
Austrian Peace Treaty" on May 15, 1955, the former establishment of the Warsaw Pact
on May 14 of the same time in order to legitimize this military presence after the pullout
from Austria, and the extent of the development of international events which affected
the Soviets' decision to withdraw their troops from Romania. This urged the Kremlin to
sign several agreements to station its military forces in the satellite countries after the
1956 Hungarian revolution. Among such agreements are those concerning Romania on
April 15, 1957 and the extent of the development of events which ended with the
agreement of the Warsaw Pact Political Consultative Committee on the decision to
withdraw troops from Romania on May 24, 1958, the same day on which the agreement
(conducted in Moscow between the Soviet and Romanian sides) on the pullout of Soviet
forces temporarily posted on Romanian territories was inked.

Keywords: Soviet Union, Romania, military presence, Warsaw Pact.
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48 United Nations — Treaty Series 1949

PART IV
WITHDRAWAL OF ALLIED FORCES

Article 21

1. Upon the coming into force of the present Treaty, all Allied Forces:
shall, within a period of 90 days, be withdrawn from Roumania, subject to the
right of the Soviet Union to keep on Roumanian territory such armed forces
as it may need for the maintenance of the lines of communication of the Soviet
Army with the Soviet zone of occupation in Austria.

100 United Nations — Treaty Series 1949

PARTEA IV

RETRAGEREA FORTELOR ALIATE

Articolul 21

1. Toate fortele armate aliate vor fi retrase din Romania intr’'un termen
de 90 de zile cu incepere dela intrarea in vigoare a prezentului Tratat, Uniunea
Sovietica rezervandu-si dreptul de a pastra pe teritoriul roman, forte armate
care i-ar putea fi necesare pentru mentinerea hniilor de comunicatii ale Armatei
Rosii cu zona sovietica de ocupatie din Austria.

* Source: United Nations; Treaties and international agreements registered or filed and
recorded with the Secretariat of the United Nations, Vol. 42, 1949, Treaty of peace with

Roumania , Signed at Paris, on 10 February 1947, No. 645, PP.48,100.
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Letter from First Secretary of the CC of the CPSU (N.S. Khrushchev) to the CC of the RWP
on the Withdrawal of Soviet Troops from the Romanian Territory

Moscow, 17 April 1958

TO THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE ROMANIAN WORKERS' PARTY
Comrade Gheorghe Gheorghiu-Dej

Dear Comrades,

The Central Committee of the CPSU would like to consult with you on the further stationing of the Soviet
troops on the territory of the Romanian People's Republic.

As you know, at those times, our countries' parties and governments, in view of the situation obtaining by
then, reached the unanimous opinion that the Soviet troops should temporarily be stationed on the territory of
the Romanian People's Republic. The stay of the Soviet troops on your country's territory served both the
interests of the Romanian People’s Republic and the interests our common cause and till recently it proved,
undeniably, necessary and consistent with its aim.

At present, the situation changed radically. The peace-loving policy of the countries belonging to the
socialist camp made possible a certain détente of international tension. The Romanian People's Republic
scored big successes in socialist building and in strengthening its people's democracy system. Romania
possess now reliable armed forces, able to respond to the imperialists’ challenges, to defend the Romanian
people's socialist conquests and make its contribution to the cause of defending the common interests of the
socialist camp.

Therefore, in our opinion, the stationing of Soviet troops on the territory of the Romanian People's Republic
is no longer necessary.

We should add that imperialist circles, in order to serve their anti-Soviet propaganda and to slander the
Romanian People's Republic, make large use of the fact that Soviet troops are still stationed on your
country's territory.

In view of all that, the Central Committee of the CPSU considers that we should discuss as soon as possible
the question of withdrawing the Soviet armed forces from the territory of the Romanian People's Republic,
solve it positively and release a relevant press communiqué.

The withdrawal of the Soviet troops from the territory of the Romanian People's Republic would be a new
palpable and convincing proof of the peace-loving policy of the Soviet Union, of the Romanian People’s
Republic and of the socialist camp as a whole, of our common tendency to obtain, not by words, but by facts,
a relaxation of international tension. Such an act would deprive imperialist circles of one of their significant
arguments in favor of their policy of military preparation and would contribute to uniting the forces that
pronounce themselves for the safeguarding and consolidation of peace, for peaceful coexistence among
states.
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The Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union asks you to be so kind and tell us your
opinion in this matter.

With communist greetings,
First Secretary of the CC of the CPSU
N. Khruschev

S e sl oiall 4585 Aiall S 55,80 Casdis A (e Agnge Al 1l
=Y (e A gl ) lass) gl STREY) Jlaall Coiad A3l daalll ) i g
gilag,l
Source : Romanian National Central Historical Archives (ANIC), Fond CC
RCP - Foreign Relations Section, File 9U/1956-1958, Translated by : Delia

Razdolescu, PP.227-228.
www.isn.ethz.ch/php
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Letter of reply, from Gheorghe Gheorgiu-Dej, First Secretary of
the CC of the RWP expressing agreement to the proposal made by the
Soviet Union to withdraw its troops from Romania
April 23, 1958

DEAR COMRADES,
We acknowledge receipt of your letter of April 17, 1958, concerning the stationing of Soviet troops
in the Romanian People's Republic.

We share the views expressed in your letter. The stationing of Soviet troops served both the
interests of the Romanian People's Republic and the interests of the common cause of the socialist
camp.

Given the present favorable circumstances, we agree to your proposal to cancel the further
stationing of Soviet troops in the People's Republic of Romania.

We have no doubt whatsoever that this decision will have a major impact and would be seen by
world public opinion as a new palpable contribution of the USSR, of the Romanian People's
Republic and of the entire socialist camp, to the strengthening of peace and to détente in
international relations.

We assure you that the armed forces of the Romanian People's Republic shall honorably fulfill, in
whatever circumstances, the duties incumbent on them within the socialist camp.

We are looking forward to know your opinion on the date of our meeting to discuss this matter.
With communist greetings,

First-Secretary of the CC of the RWP

(ss) Gheorghe Gheorghiu-Dej

April 23, 1958

Al gally ilas SRV Jlanl) Cind A5Ssall Aiall G188 s s 3 sl
dgileg )l (ombY) e A gud) AN Clal e
Source: Romanian National Central Historical Archives (ANIC), CC
RCP - Foreign Relations Section, File 9U/1956-1958, Translated by:

Delia Razdolescu, PP. 227-228.
http://digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org/document/110465
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- Treptow (Kurt W.) & Popa (Marcel), Historical Dictionary of Romania, The
Scarecrow Press, Inc., U.S.A. & London, 1996, PP.25-27.
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(4) United States, The Department of State bulletin, VVol. XI, No.273, (September 17,
1944), Armistice Terms for Rumania, United States, Government Printing Office,
Washington, P.289.
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Letter from First Secretary of the CC of the CPSU (N.S. Khrushchev) to the CC of
the RWP on the Withdrawal of Soviet Troops from the Romanian Territory, Moscow,
17 April 1958.
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expressing agreement to the proposal made by the Soviet Union to withdraw its
troops from Romania,” April 23, 1958.
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Decision of the Council of Ministers of the People's Republic of Romania on the
application of the Agreement concluded in Moscow on May 24, 1958 establishing the
withdrawal of the Soviet troops from Romania, June 21, 1958.
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Situation Report from Malenkov-Suslov-Aristov, November 22, 1956, Document No.
9, See: APRF, F. 3. Op. 64. D. 488. LI. 68-80. Published in Russian in Sovietskii
Soyuz i vengerskii krizis, 1956 goda: Dokumenty, edited and compiled by E. D.
Orekhova, Vyacheslav T. Sereda and Aleksandr. S. Stykhalin (Moscow: ROSSPEN,
1998), Translated by Svetlana Savranskaya.
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Central Intelligence Agency, Communism in Eastern Europe: Post-Stalin
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1- Sergiu Verona, final report to national council for soviet and east European Research,
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